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Milford Finance Board 
Approves BOE, City Budget
Milford’s Board of Finance narrowly 

approved the $118,952,091 budget 
passed by the Board of Education for the 
2026-2027 fiscal year at their March 12 
meeting.

The budget, which was adopted by 
the education board as presented by 
the superintendent, would increase by 
$4,934,674, or 4.3 percent from the prior 
year.

It was the first time in several years that 
the Board of Finance did not cut the Board 
of Education’s proposed budgets. On 
some occasions the Board of Aldermen, 
who have the final say on city spending, 

have restored the finance board’s cuts – 
but not always.

Education officials have described 
the budget as bare-bones, eliminating 
some programs and deferring some 
maintenance to keep costs down.

Board of Finance members recognized 
the work that was done by education 
officials to keep costs contained.

“This budget is the result of a 
disciplined effort and identified savings 
without compromising the quality of 
our education,” member Lauren Ranges 

Continued on page 23 

By Brandon T. Bisceglia

Milford To Phase In Reval 
Increases

Milford’s mill rate may come down 
when the Board of Aldermen finalizes a 
budget this spring. But a recent-completed 
property revaluation would drive taxes 
up significantly for many city residents 
anyway.

That was the conundrum before the 
Board of Aldermen at a special meeting 
in the Parsons Government Complex 
on March 10, during which the board 
overwhelmingly voted to phase in the 
revaluation over the course of five years.

Under the plan, the results of the 
revaluation will be adjusted by 20 percent 

each year until they reach the full amount.
Mayor Rich Smith told the board that 

residential property values under the 
revaluation had increased an average of 
40 percent, the largest such increase in the 
city’s history.

“We’re known across the nation as a 
highly desirable community,” Smith said. 
“With that recognition of desirability 
comes a predictable outcome: our 
residential property values have shot up. 
It’s simple economics. When demand 

Continued on page 23 

By Brandon T. Bisceglia

Orange Takes Step Toward 
Automatic Traffic Cameras

The Orange Board of Selectmen on 
March 11 unanimously approved a plan 
to seek proposals from vendors to add 
automatic traffic enforcement cameras to 
the town’s roads.

Town Attorney Owen Weaver delivered 
a draft for a request for proposals that 
would allow the town to solicit bids from 
companies that make and operate the 
devices.

The chosen vendor would assist the 
town in conducting a comprehensive 
traffic safety study required by the state 
Department of Transportation before 
such cameras can be installed, as well as 

eventually help implement the program.
Automated traffic enforcement 

devices, particularly red light cameras 
and license plate readers, have been 
cropping up around Connecticut in recent 
years. Several nearby municipalities 
have pursued or installed them. Weaver 
mentioned that West Haven had recently 
put out its own request for proposals. 
Milford received approval from the state 
to install nine cameras in October.

Under Weaver’s suggestion, the Board 
of Selectmen would create an evaluation 

Continued on page 23 

By Brandon T. Bisceglia

Orange Town Attorney Launches State 
Senate Bid

Orange Town Attorney Owen T. Weaver, 
announced on March 18 his candidacy 
to become the Republican candidate for 
Connecticut’s 14th State Senate District.

Weaver, a native of Orange, said 
his campaign will focus on supporting 
policies that will make Connecticut more 
affordable, strengthen municipalities and 
ensure state government understands the 
real-world impact of its decisions on towns 
and taxpayers.

The 14th District seat has been held by 
James Maroney, a Democrat, since 2019.

“I have spent my career working 
with local governments, residents and 

Weaver Continued on page  2

The Egg Hunt Is On In Orange

The Orange Lions Club hosted their 64th annual Easter Egg Hunt at the High Plains Community Center field 
on March 28. Photo by Lexi Crocco.

Milford hosted its annual St. Patrick’s Day parade through downtown on March 14. A reception was also held 
to honor 2026 Grand Marshal John Mager and 2026 Miss Emerald Isle Callie Morrison, Photo by Robert Creigh.

St. Patrick’s Day Makes Milford Green

Alexandra Joy Photography
Award-winning

PPA professional photographer
(203)-641-4527

Alexandrajoyphotography@yahoo.com
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR! 
With increased demand and fresh inventory, 

Spring offers the perfect window to make your 
move with confidence.Let’s discuss your goals 
and timing — no pressure, just expert guidance.

SCAN MY QR CODE TO CONTACT ME!
RABIA DEURA ~ 917.445.5707

Your trusted Real Estate expert for 
buying, selling, and strong 

negotiations—specializing in single-
family, multi-family, condos, and 

commercial properties.
SNEHAL DHARANI ~ 203.676.1343

SPRING IS THE PERFECT TIME 
TO REFRESH YOUR HOME!

 A simple “tune-up” can make a big impact 
whether you’re selling or planning ahead. Let’s 

position your home to shine this season.
NYDIA FELIX-PERCIVAL ~ 718.791.8297

SOLD 323 GOOSE LANE 
IN JUST 4 DAYS!

From “For Sale” to “SOLD,” 
I’ll guide you every step of the way.
ALLEN GREALISH ~ 203.623.8484

WEST HAVEN 690 FOREST RD #501
SOLD TO MY BUYERS!

Guiding buyers home—one successful 
closing at a time. Let’s Connect!

CLAIRE SULLIVAN ~ 203.605.1943

WEST HAVEN 102 DAWSON AVENUE
COASTAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY!

STUNNING ELEVATED 2 FAMILY W/ 
PANORAMIC VIEWS! MAIN UNIT: 2405 SF, 
4BR, 1.5BA. 2ND UNIT: 700 SF, 1BR, 1BA. 

 MELANIE GUNN ~ 203.216.1728

MILFORD 35 CENTURY LANE
UNDER DEPOSIT IN JUST 3 DAYS!

ANOTHER HOME SOLD WITH 
CONFIDENCE & EXPERIENCE — 
READY TO MAKE YOUR MOVE?

 AUDRA DIGELLO ~ 203.506.4778

DERBY 233 SHAGBARK DRIVE 
ORANGEWOOD EAST! $290,000

Beautiful, clean, nicely updated Townhouse 
w/ large private patio and yard area. 2BR,  

1.5 Baths, newly remodeled kitchen.
WENDY BARRY ~ 203.913.2923

WEST HAVEN 6 MOUNT PLEASANT  
PRIVATE OASIS! $469,000

STAYCATION RESORT-STYLE BACKYARD.
BEAUTIFUL 3BR, 2BA, 2152 SF RAISED 

RANCH! INGROUND GUNITE POOL W/JAC. 
WAYNE HUGENDUBEL ~ 203.605.2946

SOLD! ORANGE 420 NARROW LN
THINKING OF MOVING? 

NOW IS THE TIME! 
WE HAVE BUYERS!

Nick Mastrangelo 203-641-2100
Nick Mastrangelo Jr 203-800-6274

WOODBRIDGE 28 SEYMOUR ROAD
SOLD!YOURS COULD BE NEXT! 
Thinking of Moving? Let’s Chat!
Local Expertise. Proven Results.
BARBARA LEHRER ~203.640.6407

WEST HAVEN 19 HARDING AVENUE
MOVE RIGHT IN! $429,900

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED 3BR RANCH 
CLOSE TO BEACHES! BRAND NEW ROOF, 

VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS + MORE!
 MIKE SIROCHMAN ~ 203.545.6585

For more local coverage, go to 
milford-orangetimes.com

Zeoli Honored With Flag

Orange First Selectman Jim Zeoli was presented an American flag by Dominick J. Lombardi at the Corned Beef 
and Cabbage Dinner held on March 16 in Orange. The flag was flown over the US Department of Agriculture 
building in Washington, D.C. at the request of Lombardi, a presidential appointee to the Trump administration 
in honor of Zeoli for his dedicated years of service to rural America as a livestock and vegetable farmer, for his 
volunteerism within his community and in recognition of his tenure as the longest-serving first selectman of 
Orange. Photo by Ann Denny.

businesses to solve complex problems,” 
Weaver said. “I’m running for the state 
Senate because our communities need 
practical and balanced leadership, 
thoughtful advocacy and someone who 
understands the real world impact state 
policy has on our towns and citizens. For 
over a decade, the leadership in Hartford 
has been passing policies that have only 
driven the cost of living and taxes up for 
the residents of Milford, Orange, West 
Haven and Woodbridge.”

Weaver is a partner at the law firm of Zabel 
Schellenberg, PLLC, where he represents 
several municipalities throughout the state, 
including Orange.

In addition to his legal career, Weaver 
has long been active in civic and nonprofit 
organizations that support economic 
development and youth programs. He 
serves on the board of directors for the 
Connecticut Association of Municipal 
Attorneys, the Amity Chamber of 
Commerce and the Orange Economic 
Development Corporation.

He is also president of the Board of 
Amity Youth Lacrosse, where he coaches 
and mentors young athletes, reflecting a 
longstanding connection to Amity athletics 
dating back to his time as a member of the 
high school’s first varsity lacrosse team and 
co-captain his senior year.

“These organizations represent the 
backbone of our community, volunteers, 
parents and local leaders working together,” 
Weaver said. “That collaborative spirit is 
exactly what we need more of in Hartford.”

Weaver graduated from Ursinus College, 
where he met his wife, before both pursued 
graduate degrees in Boston. His wife later 
earned her PhD from Boston University 
and now works as an engineer developing 

medical technology.
Weaver and his wife began their 

professional careers in New Jersey. While 
living in New Jersey, Weaver served on 
local government boards, including his 
town’s historic preservation commission 
and zoning board. The family returned to 
Orange in 2021 to raise their three sons.

A deeply personal experience also shaped 
his decision to run. His oldest son, Logan, 
lives with type 1 diabetes and was selected 
as one of only two Connecticut delegates 
to Breakthrough T1D Children’s Congress, 
where he advocated before Congress in 
Washington, D.C. for continued federal 
research funding.

“Watching my son stand up and advocate 
for himself and other children was a 
powerful reminder that government must 
listen to the people it serves,” Weaver 
said. “That experience strengthened my 
commitment to public service.”

Weaver said his campaign will focus on 
the following common-sense solutions, 
including creating a more affordable 
Connecticut by cutting burdensome 
taxes, providing property tax relief 
and implementing no tax on tips and 
overtime; reducing the cost of energy 
prices by eliminating the public benefits 
charge and supporting an all-of-the-
above energy approach; restoring local 
control of zoning policies and protecting 
from overdevelopment; supporting small 
businesses by removing unnecessary 
regulations and taxes; advocating for 
families navigating health, education and 
youth-related challenges; and delivering 
practical, bipartisan solutions grounded in 
real-world experience.

“My career has been about helping 
communities navigate challenges and 
finding solutions,” Weaver added. “I 
want to bring that same problem-solving 
approach to the state Senate on behalf of 
the residents of the 14th District.”

Weaver
 (Continued From 1)
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Collins Campaign Says It Meets 
Criteria For Citizens’ Election Program

Ray Collins III, a Republican candidate 
for state representative in Connecticut’s 

117th District, today announced that his 
campaign has met the strict fundraising 
threshold for the Connecticut Citizens’ 
Election Program grant.

The state-funded election program grants 
unlock substantial funding for candidates, 
including up to $15,430 for a state 
representative primary and up to $38,575 
for the general election.

To qualify for the grant, a candidate must 
collect at least 150 qualifying contributions 

of $5 to $340 from residents of the district 
for a total of $6,700. Collins team says it is 
the first, and currently only, candidate in the 
117th District to reach this milestone.

“This is a clear sign that voters across 
Milford, Orange and West Haven are 
energized and ready for change,” Collins 
said. “Our campaign is being fueled by 
local support, and this milestone shows 
we’re building real momentum as people 
grow frustrated with skyrocketing costs and 
failed leadership in Hartford.”

The last 117th District race was decided 
by fewer than 250 votes, flipping a 
previously Republican-held seat to first-
term Democrat Rep. MJ Shannon.

“Rep. Shannon’s voting record is in 
complete contrast to the promises he made 
during his last campaign. Residents of the 
117th District are tired of failed promises 
while their taxes and cost of living continue 
to rise,” Collins added. “I’m running to 
deliver real results: property tax relief, 
eliminating the public benefits charge on 
your electric bill, and protecting local 
control over zoning and education.”

The campaign’s application is now under 
review by the State Elections Enforcement 
Commission.

Collins.

 REGIONAL 
HOME SHOW

 REGIONAL 
HOME SHOW

 WEST HAVEN & MILFORD 

Saturday
 April 25th 11 AM-4PM

Connecticut Post Mall

Center Court

Connecticut Post Mall
Center Court

Sponsored by: Sponsored by: 

Supported by: Supported by: 

||

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED TO
MAKE YOUR

HOME PROJECTS
PERFECT

Free to the public!

Orange Residents Added To Amity Halls 
Of Fame, Honor

Orange residents were added to the Amity Academic Hall of Honor and Athletic Hall of Fame at an induction 
ceremony and banquet on March 31 at Grassy Hill Country Club in Orange. From left: Sean Mahon, Hall 
of Fame, cross country, indoor track and outdoor track coach; John Belfonti, Hall of Honor, class of 1990, 
engineering; Max Russell, Hall of Fame, class of 2007, baseball; Debbie Davis, Hall of Honor, retired teacher; 
Pat Couden, Hall of Fame, class of 1982, boys soccer and baseball; Mitch Goldblatt, Hall of Honor, class of 
1975, government; and Stuart Anderson, Hall of Honor, class of 1982, journalism. Photo by Lexi Crocco.

Artisan Market Returning To Milford
The 10th Annual Milford Artisan 

Market will take place on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 9 and 10 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on the Milford Green at 168-176 
Broad Street in downtown Milford.

Over 160 local crafters and makers will 
be selling their handmade items including 
jewelry, crochet, décor, apparel, food 
products and more. In celebration of its 

10th anniversary, the event will have 
giveaways for the first 150 attendees, 
raffle prizes, Mother’s Day photo 
opportunities, dance demonstrations, 
free yoga classes, live music and food 
vendors. 

Admission is free. The event is organized 
by Artisan Events by Ally. Learn more at 
facebook.com/milfordartisanmarket.
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Amity Chamber Launching Legal 
Seminar Series

The Amity Chamber of Commerce 
will launch the legal seminar program 
“Breakfast & Briefs” starting Tuesday, 
April 21 in Woodbridge.

Breakfast & Briefs will cover a wide 
range of legal subjects for organizations 
of all types and sizes.

The first program will be presented 
by Amity Chamber member Zabel 
Schellenberg Attorneys at Law, and led by 
two of the firm’s partners, Owen Weaver 
and Courtney George.

The initial seminar will provide a legal 
update on Connecticut legislation that 
passed in 2025 and its associated business 
impacts, obligations and opportunities, 
including changes to consumer protection 
laws, including increased compliance 
obligations for advertising, warranties 
and dispute resolutions; changes to the 
state set-aside program for certain state-
financed municipal public works or 
quasi-public agency contracts, including 
definitions for which businesses can 

compete for contracts, potentially 
expanding opportunities for small and 
minority-owned businesses; and changes 
to workers’ compensation.

The event is free to Amity Chamber 
members businesses, entrepreneurs and 
nonprofit associations.

The seminars will be held on the third 
Tuesday of the month, rotating between 
Charter Senior Living of Orange at 197 
Indian River Rd. in Orange and Charter 
Senior Living of Woodbridge at 330 
Amity Rd. in Woodbridge. Both Charter 
locations will provide a free, catered 
breakfast.

Future seminars will focus on 
Connecticut leave laws, business liability 
and other topics that are essential to 
business competitiveness, productivity, 
obligations and profitability, according to 
the Amity Chamber.

For more information and to register, 
visit https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/
ev/reg/jqagtwe.

MAC Hosting Boogie Woogie Concert 
For Families

The Milford Arts Council will hold a 
“Boogie Woogie Family Experience” with 
pianist Arthur Migliazza on Saturday, April 
11 in Milford.

Migliazza will bring the boogie woogie 
and blues piano tradition to life through 
virtuosic playing and storytelling. Acting 
as a living historian of a music form rooted 
in African American culture, Migliazza 
takes audiences through its origins and 
lasting influence on American popular 
music, including jazz and rock and roll.

Migliazza is a master pianist who grew 
up immersed in boogie woogie and blues, 
learning directly from several contemporary 
leaders of the style. He began performing 
professionally at age 13 and was mentored 

by legendary artists Henry Butler, Ann 
Rabson and Mr. B.

 A hands-on craft activity hosted by 
The Giggling Pig will encourage young 
audiences to participate and engage beyond 
the music. 

Kids are encouraged to bring a favorite 
stuffie, pillow or blanket and sit close to the 
stage. The concert is open to audiences of 
all ages.

The family pillow series begins at 3:30 
p.m. Migliazza will also hold an evening 
concert at 7:30 p.m. The MAC is located at 
40 Railroad Ave. South in Milford.

For tickets and more information contact 
the Milford Arts Council at 203-878-6647 
or visit milfordarts.org.

Financial planning 
that fits your life
Let’s address all the priorities in your life, from building wealth  
to preparing for retirement to leaving a legacy. Together we  
can personalize a financial plan to your goals and timeline.

Philip F. Ucci, III  ChFC
Financial Advisor
 

25 High Street, Unit 101,  Milford, CT  06460
SOUND Financial Partners

T 203.951.8080 | F 203.951.8300
phil.ucci@raymondjames.com
www.raymondjames.com
© 2025 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA / SIPC. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA / SIPC. 
Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.  SOUND Financial Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is 
independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Milford-Orange Times
Stephen Hechtman, Publisher: publisher@theorangetimes.com; Carol Hechtman, 

Co-Founder 
Brandon T. Bisceglia, Editor-in-Chief: editorinchief@theorangetimes.com 

Editorial Assistant: Carmela DeVito 
Photographers: Steve Cooper • Lexi Crocco • Robert Creigh 

In The House:   Rep. Mary Welander (D-114) Kathy Kennedy (R-119)  
MJ Shannon (D-117) 

Senator’s Seat: Sen. James Maroney (D-14) 
 

Columnists:
Ellen Russell Beatty, Ponder This

Cathy Bradley, Running  
Barry Lee Cohen, Amity Chamber

Cyndi Consoli, Arts
Steve Cooper, Restaurant Reviews
Theresa Rose DeGray, Bankruptcy 

Carmela DeVito, Book Reviews
Pat Dray, Gardening 

Jennifer Fiorillo, Mental Health 
Ben Gettinger, Probate

Patricia Houser, Environment
Melissa Johnston, ODTC

Nicole Kelman, College Admissions
Barbara Lehrer, Real Estate

Dan May, Orange Rotary 
Marilyn May, Milford History

 

Dennis Marsh, Orange Seniors
Kevin McNabola, Orange Finances

Amir Mohammad, MD, Public Health 
Michael Moses, Milford Chamber

Ilene Moyher, Recycling
Jennifer Paradis, Homelessness

Trish Pearson, Insurance 
Karen Quinn Panzer, Travel  

Leonora Rodriguez, Milford Seniors
Ezio Sabatino, Behavioral Science

PJ Shanley, Financial Planning
Raymond Spaziani, Wine 
Michele Tenney, Wellness

Jude Toohey, ORTC
Don Wetmore, Time Management

The Milford-Orange Times is published by The Orange Times LLC, P.O. Box 584, Orange, 
CT, 06477 

Phone: 203.799.7500  Online: www.milford-orangetimes.com 
Facebook: @milfordorangetimes  Instagram: @theorangetimes  X:@OrangeTimesCT



April 9, 2026 Milford-Orange Times Page  5

Dietch Honored With O’Sullivan 
Award

Former Orange Democratic Town Committee Chair Jody Dietch was honored by the 
town’s Democrats with the 2026 O’Sullivan Award for her service to the community and 
her long tenure leading the party in Orange. The ODTC held a commemorative program 
to recognize Dietch on March 25 at Birchwoods Banquet Facility in Woodbridge. Photo 
by Lexi Crocco.

Spring Book Sale Coming Up  
At Case Memorial

The Case Memorial Library Spring Book 
Sale will be in full swing on April 25 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., where shoppers will find a well-
stocked bookstore in the library basement.	
 For avid novel readers, there is a selection 
of fiction that ranges from the most iconic 
classics to the latest releases.

Inquiring minds will discover a wide array 
of nonfiction books including art, history, 
politics and science. Those into lifestyle 
will find books on health, self-care, cooking, 
gardening and sports.

There will also be a children’s book section 
that has been arranged according to age for 
easy shopping. 

There will also be specialty tables. The 
Staff Picks Table hosts books that volunteers 
think readers will enjoy. On the Banned 
Books table, each book has a bookmark that 
explains the ban. There will be a Science 
Fiction and Fantasy table and a One-of-a-
Kind Finds table stocked with a variety of 
quirky topics. 

There will be a special offer on romance 
and cozy mysteries: fill a bag provided for 
you for only $15. Bring your bags for all 
other regular purchases. Only cash or checks 
are accepted; no credit cards. The Case 
Memorial Library is located at 176 Tyler City 
Rd. in Orange.

Milford Students Honored By DAR

Three Milford high school seniors were 
honored with the DAR Good Citizens 
Award by the Freelove Baldwin Stow 
Chapter of the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution on March 12 in 
Milford.

The honorees were Joey Kaminski 
of Joseph A. Foran High School, Kayla 
Markowitz of Jonathan Law High School 
and Lydia-Grace Sessler of Lauralton Hall 

Academy of Our Lady of Mercy.
The DAR Good Citizens Award and 

Scholarship Contest is a national program 
recognizing high school seniors who 
exemplify dependability, service, leadership 
and patriotism. Each student received a DAR 
Good Citizens pin, certificate and monetary 
award. The presentation was made by 
chapter regent Elizabeth White-Peters on 
behalf of Good Citizens Committee Chair 
Casey Heyer.

Kaminski contributes to her school 
community with Natural Helpers, Key 
Club, Science Olympiad, Drama Club 
and several honor societies while earning 
multiple academic awards and the Mayor’s 
Youth Recognition honor. She volunteers 
with Beth-El Center, Homes for the Brave 
and the Thanks for Giving Food Drive. Her 
leadership also includes teaching Sunday 
school, serving as a camp counselor and 
volunteering in service projects supporting 
veterans, individuals experiencing 
homelessness, and disaster relief efforts.

Markowitz has held numerous leadership 
roles, including captain of the Law Girls’ 
Swim and Dive Team, president of the 
Key Club, cofounder of the Jewish Student 
Union, editor-in-chief of the Advocate 
and captain of the tennis team. She is 
also a member of multiple national honor 
societies and earned a score of 4 on the AP 
US history exam. She also presented a TED 
Talk examining women’s equality in US 
history.

Sessler serves as a Student Council 
representative, peer mentor, and member 
of the Mayor’s Youth Council while 
participating in the Advanced Vocal 
Ensemble, Model UN and Spanish Club. 
She is also cofounder of the Yarn Ministry 
and volunteers as a student docent with the 
Milford Historical Society.

Joey Kaminski of Joseph A. Foran High School 
receives the DAR Good Citizens Award from 
Elizabeth White-Peters, regent of the Freelove 
Baldwin Stow Chapter, National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution on March 12. Photo 
courtesy of the DAR.

MAC’s Eastbound Theatre Presents 
Reimagining Of Faulkner Classic

The Milford Arts Council’s Eastbound 
Theatre will present a staged reading of 
“Mosquitoes,” a reimagining of William 
Faulkner’s 1927 novel of the same name, 
written by Germaine Shames on Sunday, 
April 12 at 4 p.m. at the MAC, 40 Railroad 
Ave. South in Milford.

The reading, presented as part of 
Eastbound’s Plays in Development series, 
is directed by Martha Schmoyer LoMonaco 
of Milford.

When Mrs. Maurier, a widowed society 
patron of the arts in New Orleans, invites a 
ragtag assortment of French Quarter artists 
aboard a luxury yacht to entertain her 
impulsive teenage niece, mayhem ensues. 
Sharp dialogue propels the eccentric 
characters as they try to save the ship – 
which has run aground without help in 

sight – and themselves as provisions run 
out and passengers mysteriously disappear. 
Both a coming-of-age and coming-to-
terms-with-age story, this reimagining 
of “Mosquitoes” showcases Faulkner’s 
understanding of class differences from a 
feminist perspective.

Actors in the program are Walter 
Aguirre, Nancy A. Herman, Matt Simmons 
and Susan Schiff, all of Milford; Liliana 
Esposito of Woodbridge; Alicia James of 
Guilford; Leslie Jones of Bridgeport; and 
Mark Lambeck of Stratford.

The program is free and open to the 
public. Donations are accepted.

For more information, contact the 
Milford Arts Council/Eastbound Theatre at 
203-878-6647 or visit https://milfordarts.
org.

Advertise in the  
Milford-Orange Times:  

799-7500

Hospice, Palliative Care Discussion 
Coming To Milford Library

The Milford Public Library will host a 
presention by Bridgeport Hospital Milford 
Campus’s Marissa Lavin titled “The Next 
Step: Palliative Care vs. Hospice” on Tuesday, 
April 14 from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The talk will aim to dispel some myths and 
help people understand what works.

The event takes place in the library’s 
program room and is free and open to the 
public. No registration is required. 
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Opinion & Editorial

Letters to the Editor:
Send us your letters to the editor with no more 
than 350 words to editor@theorangetimes.
com. Include your name and full address; 
only your name and town will be published.
Letters may be edited for space and clarity.

Welcoming the New Chair 
of the ODTC

To the Editor:

As a member of the Orange Democrat-
ic Town Committee, I am proud to wel-
come Melissa Johnston as our new chair 
and to mark the beginning of an exciting 
new chapter for our organization. Johnston 
brings energy, thoughtfulness and a clear 
commitment to strengthening our connec-
tion with the community.

We are building on the strong momen-
tum of the past year, and I am especially 
excited about the opportunities ahead. 
Under Johnston’s leadership, we look for-
ward to expanding our outreach, engaging 
more residents and creating meaningful 
ways for people to get involved. A thriving 
community depends on participation, and 
this year we are eager to broaden that en-
gagement even further.

I am confident that Johnston will help 
guide us forward with purpose and en-
thusiasm. Together, we are ready to grow, 
connect and continue making a positive 
impact in our town.

Mark Moyher
Orange

Post Office Keeps Orange 
Connected

To the Editor:

I was so heartened to read your article on 
March 12 preparing your readers for hum-
mingbirds to arrive after this long winter. 
As author Pat Dray aptly points out, it’s 
been a crazy season. 

Sharing a love of nature is a wonderful 
example of the spirit and engagement that 
makes this community so special. This 
year, with our newly released Sunflowers 
Forever stamps, we would like to help the 

community connect with nature and join in 
the hummingbird celebration. The stamps, 
issued on March 14, honor one of the 
many flowers beloved by hummingbirds 
and customers alike. 

As the nation nears its 250th anniver-
sary, the Postal Service remains proud to 
carry forward a public service mission that 
has helped connect the country since its 
earliest days. Like the hummingbird, we 
too travel great distances to bind the nation 
together. In Connecticut, the rural delivery 
routes can often be 60-80 miles of travel 
per day. 

The Postal Service has long been woven 
into the fabric of small towns and rural 
America. Here in Orange, the Post Office 
helps people stay connected, supports local 
commerce and remains a steady presence 
in the everyday life of the community.

We hope that the stamps of 2026 bring 
joy to the community and connect us to-
gether as we enjoy the simpler pleasures 
in life – whether that’s a visit from a hum-
mingbird or a letter from a loved one. 

We look forward to serving you at the 
Orange Post Office. 

Ann Marie Daugherty
Postmaster, Orange Post Office

Town Email Policy Con-
cerning

To the Editor:

We are living through an important and 
challenging period in our nation’s histo-
ry – one that affects all of us, even at the 
local level. In times like these, it is essen-
tial that our voices are heard and that we 
continue to respect differing viewpoints. A 
well-functioning government depends on 
checks and balances, ensuring that our de-
mocracy operates fairly and transparently.

For that reason, it was discouraging to 
read the March 12 article regarding the 
town email policy. The suggestion that 
elected officials must strictly separate their 
personal roles, individual responsibilities 
and their collective role as a board is un-
derstandable in theory. However, taking it 
a step further by discouraging – or even 
forbidding – individual members from re-

sponding directly to constituents raises se-
rious concerns.

While communication methods may 
have evolved, the fundamental respon-
sibility of elected officials has not. They 
are accountable to the people who elected 
them and should be able to respond open-
ly to questions and concerns. Preventing 
individual responses does not strengthen 
transparency; rather, it risks limiting it.

Furthermore, I disagree with the notion 
that individual communication creates an 
appearance of impropriety, as suggested 
by John Carangelo. I elected each official 
based on their principles, judgment and 
ability to represent my interests – not sim-
ply to echo a unified “party line.” Open 
dialogue between elected officials and 
constituents is not only appropriate, but 
essential to maintaining trust in local gov-
ernment.

In the end, responsiveness and acces-
sibility should remain central to public 
service. Our local officials should be en-
couraged – not restricted – from engaging 
directly with the people they represent.

Carol Appel Greene
Orange

School Budget Conversa-
tion We Should Be Having

To the Editor:

As a parent with children in both Am-
ity and Orange public schools, I want to 
share what I’ve observed from their board 
of education meetings over the last few 
months. Both are proposing very low bud-
get increases compared to our peer and 
neighboring districts. That’s a concern for 
another day. What strikes me more is the 
difference in how they show their work. 

At the Amity Board of Education, the 
superintendent shared extensive budget 
materials, including early drafts showing 
how proposals evolve and details about 
academic and extracurricular opportuni-
ties. This information was posted online 
along with full board packets and detailed 
meeting minutes. During the meetings, 
board members engaged in real dialogue 
with each other and administrators. I un-

derstood not just what decisions were 
made, but why this mattered to our stu-
dents and their futures. I remain genuinely 
impressed. 

At the Orange Board of Education, I had 
a different experience. The superinten-
dent’s budget presentations were narrowly 
focused on dollars and cents, not the qual-
ity of learning or the opportunities avail-
able to our children and families. Board 
discussion of the budget lacked the depth 
of engagement you’d expect, particularly 
for these critical early years of education. 
In fact, several members didn’t ask any 
questions or make any comments at all. 
Substantive discussions, when they occur, 
were not captured in the meeting minutes.

This matters even if you don’t have chil-
dren in our schools. These are public insti-
tutions, funded by all of us. A transparent 
and collaborative process, especially for 
the budget, is foundational.

Don’t take my word for it. Visit the web-
sites for both boards of education: OESS.
org/Board-of-Education and AmityRe-
gion5.org/BOE. Read their budget and 
meeting materials. Attend their next meet-
ing in-person or watch online. The differ-
ences are there for anyone willing to look, 
and they’re worth paying attention to.

Dan Fitzmaurice
Orange

Homeschooling Bills In-
fringe on Parental Rights

To the Editor:

Connecticut parents should be alarmed 
by SB-6 and HB-5468, two bills that 
threaten homeschooling freedoms and 
parental rights. These measures, backed 
by Sen. James Maroney (D-14), Rep. MJ 
Shannon-(D-117) and Rep. Mary Weland-
er-(D-114), would impose state surveil-
lance on families who withdraw children 
from public schools. 

They appear driven by the horrific Wa-
terbury captivity case – a failure of the De-
partment of Children and Families, which 
received multiple reports over years yet 
failed to protect the child withdrawn from 

By Lorie Borelli

Orange Coach Tony Borelli Retires With Joy, Memories
Tony Borelli started playing softball when 

he was young and absolutely loves it. He 
started a family and helped coach and man-
age his kids in baseball and softball for about 
15 years. 

Craig Winkle Jr. started a Tuesday and 
Wednesday night league and asked Borelli if 
he wanted to pitch. Without hesitation, he was 
thrilled to accept the offer. Borelli has been 
friends with the Winkle family for years and 
is so grateful for their friendship. 

He started pitching at the age of 60 and has 
won over 400 games and 12 championships 

over 16 years. He never could have done this 
without God, who has blessed him and has 
given him the strength and will to play along 
with the support of his family. 

Without the players, Borelli never would 
have won all of the games he did. It was their 
fielding and hitting that did it. He wants to 
thank all of his fans who came to every single 
game – especially the ones from the very be-
ginning. His best friend is “ice,” since he has 
been playing for so many years and has been 
injured from head to toe while pitching.

Borelli won the best of the town the first 
year it started and went on to win three cham-

pionships when he pitched the Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday night league. There was 
great competition in the leagues and always 
good sportsmanship. The umpires always 
explained the calls that were made and ad-
dressed any and all questions that were asked.

Winning is great, but it isn’t everything. 
The most important part of the game is hav-
ing fun. 

Playing has also helped Borelli stay in 
shape and gave him peace, relaxation and 
concentration in his heart and mind. Before 
every game, he started off by praying for ev-
erybody on the field. He would always throw 

50 pitches to get warmed up. You know the 
saying: a boss is only as good as his employ-
ees are. Well, a pitcher is only as good as his 
players are. 

Borelli played for 16 years and decided 
to retire this year with such gratitude for the 
wonderful memories and friends he has made 
over the years all while playing the best sport 
in the world. He hopes that his love for the 
game encourages children who enjoy playing 
sports to keep practicing and grow to love 
playing just as much as he did.

Lorie Borelli is the daughter of Tony Borelli.

By Jorge Santiago

The Importance Of A Savings Account
Building an emergency savings fund is one 

of the smartest financial steps you can take.
Life is unpredictable, and having money set 

aside can help you handle unexpected expens-
es – like car repairs, medical bills or tempo-
rary job loss – without relying on high-interest 
rate credit cards or loans. A general guideline 
is to aim for three to six months’ worth of es-
sential expenses, but starting small is perfect-
ly okay. What matters most is consistency.

Begin by reviewing your monthly income 

and expenses to determine how much you can 
comfortably save each week or month. Even 
$10 or $20 at a time adds up over the long 
term.

Setting up an automatic transfer from your 
checking or direct deposit to your savings ac-
count can help the habit stick. When money 
moves without you thinking about it, you’re 
more likely to reach your goals.

Consider keeping your emergency fund in a 
separate savings account that’s easy to access 
but not tied to everyday spending. This helps 

reduce the temptation to dip into the money 
for non-emergencies. Putting your emergency 
savings in a passbook account is a great way 
to have the funds available but separate from 
everyday expenses.

As your fund grows, review it once or twice 
a year to make sure it still meets your needs. 
Major life changes – like a move, new job or 
growing family – may require you to adjust 
your target amount.

Most importantly, remember that building 
an emergency savings fund takes time. Cele-

brate small milestones, keep contributing con-
sistently and treat your savings as protection 
for your future self. A little planning today can 
bring peace of mind tomorrow.

Jorge Santiago is president and CEO of The 
Milford Bank. The Milford Bank was found-
ed in 1872 and is a mutual institution with 
five offices in Milford and Stratford. The 
bank offers a wide variety of banking and fi-
nancial products and services to businesses, 
individuals and organizations. 

Continued on page  7



April 9, 2026 Milford-Orange Times Page  7

Making Elections 
Accessible, Secure

State Rep. (D-117) 
MJ Shannon

Free and fair elections are the foundation 
of our democracy. We are fortunate in Con-
necticut to have strong systems in place to 
ensure that every eligible voter can cast their 
ballot safely and securely. 

But protecting our democracy is not some-
thing we can take for granted. It requires on-
going effort to guard against intimidation, 
interference and barriers to participation.

This session, I’ve been proud to work 
with colleagues and advocates to advance 
policies that strengthen voter protections. 
No one should feel unsafe, pressured or 
discouraged when exercising their right to 
vote. Whether it is ensuring clear guide-
lines at polling places, protecting election 
workers or reinforcing safeguards against 
misinformation and interference, this work 
is about maintaining trust in our democratic 
process.

At the same time, protecting our elections 
also means expanding access. One of the 
most important ways we can do that is by 
modernizing how people are able to vote. 
That is why House Democrats have made 
no-excuse absentee voting a top priority this 
session through HB 5001.

Connecticut voters took an important step 
on this issue when they approved a consti-
tutional amendment allowing no-excuse ab-
sentee voting in 2024. That ballot question 
passed, and now it is our responsibility in 
the legislature to write the law and put it into 
practice in a way that is thoughtful, secure 
and accessible.

Voters must currently meet specific crite-
ria to vote absentee. HB 5001 would allow 
any eligible voter to request an absentee bal-
lot – no excuse required. This is a common-
sense update that reflects how people live 
and work today. Not everyone can easily 
make it to the polls on Election Day due to 
work schedules, caregiving responsibilities, 
health concerns or other commitments. Ex-
panding absentee voting gives people more 
flexibility while maintaining the integrity of 
our elections.

As a member of the Government Ad-
ministration and Elections Committee, 
I’ve been directly involved in advancing 
this legislation. I’ve listened to testimony, 
worked with colleagues and supported ef-
forts to move this bill forward, and I will 
continue doing everything I can to help get 
it across the finish line.

It is important to be clear that expand-
ing access and protecting election integrity 
go hand in hand. Connecticut already has 
strong safeguards in place to ensure that 
absentee voting is secure, and those pro-
tections will remain. This proposal makes 
our system more accessible, more equitable 
and more reflective of the needs of today’s 
voters.

At the end of the day, our goal should be 
simple: every eligible voter should be able 
to participate in our democracy without 
fear, without barriers and with confidence 
that their vote will be counted.

I remain committed to this work, both in 
the legislature and in partnership with our 
community. Protecting our elections is not 
about politics; it is about ensuring that ev-
ery voice is heard.

The recent passage of HB-5468 out of the leg-
islature’s Education Committee was disappoint-
ing – especially for homeschooling families in 
communities like Milford and Orange.

Over the past several weeks, I have heard from 
hundreds of parents in our area who homeschool 
their children through emails, phone calls and 
testimony to share their concerns about this pro-
posal. Their message: they believe HB-5468 rep-
resents unnecessary government intrusion into 
the lives of responsible parents who have chosen 
a different educational path for their children.

Parents took time out of their busy schedules 
to participate in the legislative process and make 
their voices heard. Hundreds shared thoughtful 
personal testimony, and more than 3,000 fami-
lies submitted written testimony about how ho-
meschooling works for their families and why 
they fear this bill could make it more difficult to 
continue providing the individualized education 
their children rely on.

Despite that strong outpouring of opposition, 
the Education Committee voted to advance the 
bill.

Homeschooling is often chosen because it al-
lows parents to tailor education to their children’s 
specific needs. Some students thrive in a more 
personalized environment. Others benefit from 
flexible schedules that allow them to pursue in-
terests in the arts, athletics or advanced academic 
studies. Parents in our communities devote sig-
nificant time and effort to ensuring their children 
receive a well-rounded and high-quality educa-
tion.

Connecticut has long maintained a coopera-
tive relationship with homeschooling families, 
and many local districts – including those serv-
ing Milford and Orange – have worked construc-
tively with parents who choose this option. That 
balance has allowed families the freedom to edu-
cate their children in a way that works best while 
maintaining appropriate communication with 
local schools.

HB 5468 risks upsetting that balance. While 
supporters say the proposal is meant to strength-
en oversight, many parents worry it could open 
the door to burdensome mandates that treat re-
sponsible families with suspicion rather than 
trust. At a time when families are seeking greater 
flexibility in education, proposals like this raise 
legitimate questions about whether the state is 
moving in the right direction.

One of the most encouraging aspects of this 
debate has been the level of civic engagement 
from homeschooling families. Parents from Mil-
ford, Orange and across Connecticut stepped 
forward to share their stories and advocate for 
their children. That kind of participation is exact-
ly what our democratic process should look like.

The legislative process is not finished. If HB-
5468 is called for debate in the House of Repre-
sentatives, it will face further scrutiny and dis-
cussion. I will be watching closely and staying 
vigilant as the bill moves forward.

In the meantime, I want the homeschooling 
families of Milford and Orange to know that 
their concerns have been heard. I remain deeply 
wary about any legislation that could undermine 
parental rights or place unnecessary mandates on 
families that already do so much to educate their 
children.

Speaking as a mother of two, now grown 
adults: parents know their children best, and our 
policies should reflect that.

Standing Up For 
Homeschooling

State Rep. (R-119)  
Kathy Kennedy

Opinion & Editorial
Setting The 

Record Straight 

State Rep. (D-114) 
Mary Welander

You may have heard that one of the pro-
posals the Education Committee raised this 
year addresses homeschooling in Connecticut. 
While this topic has been discussed more re-
cently in the news because of new horrific cas-
es of abuse and neglect, it is a subject that has 
been brought before the legislature multiple 
times since the mid-1990s. 

I have been part of a small team working 
diligently on this issue since last May when 
the legislature held an informational hearing 
on the matter. We created a working group that 
met several times with advocates and a sepa-
rate series of meetings with just legislators – 
both bipartisan efforts. While those discussions 
were not as fruitful as we had hoped, they did 
lead to the inclusion of important elements, 
such as curricular flexibility for families.

Unfortunately, there have been efforts to de-
liberately mislead people about what the pro-
posal would do, resulting in unnecessary con-
fusion and upset. Simply put, we are trying to 
create a framework that ensures that all kids in 
Connecticut are being educated in some form 
and are cared for.

For those who may not know, Connecticut 
is one of the least regulated states in the coun-
try for homeschooling. Currently there is only 
a suggestion (not a requirement) that a parent 
or guardian complete a withdrawal form when 
exiting their child from public school. Beyond 
that, there are zero regulations for curriculum 
or assessments. Most other states have regu-
lations ranging from basic reporting require-
ments to approved curriculum options, annual 
assessments, or even requiring the parent be 
a certified teacher. Connecticut has none of 
those. 

While there is an expectation that certain 
academic subjects will be taught, there are no 
mechanisms to ensure instruction is happen-
ing. In fact, there is nothing that requires that 
the homeschooled child ever be seen again by 
any educational or state authority. 

Over the last year we have had thoughtful 
discussions with many homeschooling fami-
lies and advocates from across the state, and 
we recognize that most families who choose 
homeschooling are providing their children 
with a strong education in a safe environment.

However, we must also acknowledge that 
some adults are purposefully using the state’s 
complete lack of regulations (and therefore the 
inability to enforce any laws) to hide that they 
are not educating their children, or worse, to 
hide serious neglect and abuse.

As a legislator committed to the well-being 
of all children, I believe it is our responsibility 
to address those gaps. HB 5468 is intended to 
work in parallel with HB 5004, a bill from the 
Children’s Committee focusing on strength-
ening transparency within the Department of 
Children and Families as well as providing 
more supports for families and children. 

I understand that no one policy can prevent 
every tragedy, but I know that if any of the at-
tempts at this legislation over the last 30 years 
had been successful, it could have prevented 
some of the educational neglect, hidden abuse 
and deaths of children in our state. I will con-
tinue to do what I can to protect our kids and 
give them the best chances for success. 

I welcome any feedback at mary.welander@
cga.ct.gov.

school under the claim of homeschooling.
SB-6, cosponsored by Maroney and 

Shannon and advanced by the Children’s 
Committee (where Welander serves), re-
quires local boards of education to notify 
the Department of Education within two 
days of any withdrawal. The state must 
then alert DCF for database checks. HB-
5468, which passed the Education Com-
mittee on a 26-20 party-line vote despite 
massive opposition, goes further: it man-
dates in-person withdrawal forms, DCF 
approval in certain cases, annual proof of 
“equivalent instruction,” education port-
folios and entry of homeschooling fami-
lies into a statewide data system.

Many public schools wouldn’t be able 
to meet the rigorous standards of atten-
dance, grade proficiency and academic 
progress that this legislation would de-
mand of homeschooling families. Con-
necticut schools continue to struggle with 
chronic absenteeism around 17 percent in 
2024-25 and proficiency rates hovering 
near 50 percent in English language arts 
and 46 percent in math.

These bills infringe on parental rights, 
presuming every homeschooling family 
is a risk. Instead of trusting parents who 
already bear full responsibility for their 
children’s education, they burden fami-
lies with proving they are not neglecting 
their kids. This erodes the fundamental 
liberty to direct our children’s upbringing 
without unwarranted government inter-
ference.

Similar legislation has failed in other 
liberal states. Proposals in Illinois, Cali-
fornia and New York to impose manda-
tory notifications, DCF-style checks and 
detailed reporting were defeated or stalled 
after parental-rights backlash showed 
such measures create a “surveillance 
state” without improving child safety.

Maroney, Shannon and Welander have 
championed these bills. Milford and Or-
ange families deserve better. Contact your 
legislators today and urge them to reject 
SB-6 and HB-5468. Parental rights and 
individual freedom are not negotiable.

Craig Stahl
Orange

Orange Absent at Critical 
Meetings

To the Editor:

It is very concerning Orange was not 
represented at recent opportunities that 
could have directly benefited our com-
munity. First Selectman Jim Zeoli did not 
attend a meeting with Congresswoman 
Rosa DeLauro where every town in the 
3rd Congressional District was invited re-
garding funding and other opportunities, 
nor did he attend the Connecticut Confer-
ence of Municipalities event recently. 

These are not routine events – they are 
critical, bipartisan forums where local 
leaders advocate for their towns, learn 
from other towns and secure vital re-
sources.

Other communities understand this. 
Woodbridge showed up and requested 
$1.5 million in emergency services fund-
ing. That is proactive leadership. It raises 
a simple and troubling question: could 
Orange have done the same? The answer 
is yes.

This issue is not about politics or what 
side you are on. This is about presence, 

Letters
 (Continued From 6)

Continued on page  8



Page 8� Milford-Orange Times April 9, 2026

WE INSTALL
Toilets | Bathtubs | Showers

Faucets | Sinks
Garbage Disposals

UH OH! Need a Water Heater Installed or Repaired?
Call (203) 506‑4342

stevesplumbingorange.com

(203) 506-4342 

PROFESSION RELIABLE
PLUMBING SERVICE

Experienced, Licensed & Insured
Gas Line Repair/Replace

Well Pump Repair/Replace
Sump Pump Repair/Replace

Leak Detection/Pipe Leak Repairs
Water Main Repair/Replace

Whole Home Re‑piping
Drain & Sewer Cleaning

At our March meeting, the Orange Dem-
ocratic Town Committee elected a new slate 
of officers. I’m honored to serve as chair 
alongside Vice Chair Michael S. Muttitt, 
Secretary Daniel Fitzmaurice and Treasur-
er Patricia Romano. We also welcomed 15 
new members to the ODTC. Welcome to our 
team.

While we are deeply grateful for the lead-
ers who came before us, this moment feels 
like a turning point. Our leadership team re-
flects the reality of life in Orange today. We 
are working professionals raising families. 
Between us, we have two young grandchil-
dren, four elementary schoolers, a middle 
schooler and a high school freshman. We 
understand firsthand how challenging it can 
be to get involved in town while juggling 

work, school events, sports and 
everything in between. Howev-
er, I believe that our community 
is stronger when diverse families 
like ours are actively involved in 
our small town. 

My goals as chair are straight-
forward. I want to be approach-
able, communicative and trans-
parent. I want to help people in 
Orange understand the issues af-
fecting our town, state and coun-
try, and support those who share 
our values. Just as importantly, 
we will focus on growing our networks and 
developing the next generation of leaders 
here in Orange. Reach out to me any time at 
msmelissajohnston@gmail.com – I’d love to 

get to know you better.
I want to make it easy for 

you to stay informed and get 
involved. The best outcomes 
always happen when more peo-
ple have a seat at the table. That 
means creating space for differ-
ent perspectives and focusing 
less on labels and more on those 
shared values. You do not have to 
be a registered Democrat to at-
tend our meetings or participate 
in our events and initiatives. Sign 
up for our monthly newsletter at 

OrangeCTDems.org or follow us on Face-
book and Instagram so you’re always in the 
loop.

In the months ahead, we will provide clear 

and accessible information on the budget 
referendum votes in May and the elections in 
November. We want to help ensure that Or-
ange continues to be represented by strong 
and effective leaders who embody our prin-
ciples. 

I’m excited to connect with you through 
this regular column and in person around 
town. Progress does not happen by standing 
still. It happens when people show up, speak 
up and roll up their sleeves together.

For our team, that means stepping confi-
dently into our next era, ready to move for-
ward with fearless energy and purpose.

Moving Into Our Next Era

Melissa 
Johnston

Orange Democratic Town Committee

Melissa Johnston is the chair of the Orange 
Democratic Town Committee.

relationships and results. When Orange is 
absent, we are not just missing meetings; 
we are missing opportunities, funding and 
a seat at the table where decisions are in-
fluenced and partnerships are formed.

If the first selectman is unable to attend, 
then he should designate someone to rep-
resent the town. There is no acceptable 
reason for Orange to go unrepresented 
when so much is at stake.

Our residents deserve leadership that 
shows up, speaks up and fights for every 
available resource. Representation mat-
ters and Orange should never be left out 
of the room. I hope to see a reversal in 
the decision made to not go to these im-
portant events and hope to see our town 

represented in the future. 

Lauren Gray
Orange

Lost Opportunity in Mil-
ford

To the Editor:

On March 2, the Board of Alderman of 
Milford were asked to vote on opening the 
charter of the city of Milford. The charter 
has not been examined since 1983. More 
than four decades have passed without a 
comprehensive look at the document that 
defines how our local government func-
tions.

There were many aspects of the charter 
that could have been reviewed. The length 

of the mayor’s term (it would not have ef-
fected this mayor), staggering the Board 
of Education election as is done with the 
Planning and Zoning Board, and moderniz-
ing outdated language among other topics. 
A proposed committee, composed of three 
Republicans and two Democrats, all of 
them devoted to doing what is best for the 
city, might have recommended changes, 
or it might have concluded that the charter 
should remain exactly as it is. 

Either way, any proposed revisions would 
still have required approval by the Board of 
Aldermen and, ultimately, by Milford vot-
ers in a referendum. However, they never 
had a chance to examine the document. It 
takes 10 votes to open the charter, the vote 
was nine to five along party lines.

Many residents hope to see our elected 
officials work together on issues that shape 
Milford’s future. Yet too often, meaningful 

action seems possible only when one par-
ty holds an overwhelming majority. This 
was an opportunity for genuine bipartisan 
cooperation, for public engagement and for 
a transparent review of the document that 
guides our city government. Instead, the 
opportunity was lost – not because the mer-
its were debated and rejected, but because 
the minority did not want the majority to 
win, even for the good of the city, exasper-
ating. 

Charles Montalbano
Milford
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SCH ED ULE A  FR EE CONSULTATION!

(203) 333-3333
The Lawyers you need when you need a lawyer. www.LTKE.com          

Steven J. Errante
“The Strategist”

Connecticut 
Trial Lawyers

• Personal Injury • Medical Malpractice 
• Criminal Defense • Family Law 

• Business Litigation

Offices in New Haven, Hartford and New York.

Come visit our new office at 
195 Church Street in New Haven!

Leonora C. Rodriguez is executive director 
of the Milford Senior Center. The center can 
be reached at milfordctseniorcenter.com or 
203-877-5131.

Inside The Community Keeping Milford Seniors Thriving
Milford Senior Center

Leonora
Rodriguez

The Milford Senior Center recently held 
its second annual Easter Luncheon on March 
27. This event, along with last year’s Christ-
mas and Thanksgiving gatherings, was made 
possible through the generosity of Milford 
resident and center member Anthony Silves-
tro. 

In his final wishes, Silvestro set aside 
funds to ensure that Milford seniors could 
enjoy a special holiday meal together during 
these three celebrations for the next 15 years. 
It is an extraordinary and deeply meaningful 
gift. 

Nearly 265 guests joined us, filling three 
rooms with conversation, laughter and the 
comfort of being together. Members en-
joyed a delicious catered lunch from Lasse’s 
Restaurant. But the true highlight was the 
sense of connection: old friends catching up, 
new friendships forming and a shared holi-
day moment that felt warm and welcoming.

Anyone who walks through the center on a 
typical morning will recognize that same en-
ergy. The building hums with people talking, 
learning, moving and engaging. That activity 
reflects something more than simply staying 
busy. In occupational therapy, Ann Wilcock 

describes four dimensions that sup-
port healthy living: being, doing, 
becoming and belonging. These 
concepts are straightforward, yet 
they capture something essential 
about how people grow and main-
tain well‑being throughout their 
lives.

Doing refers to the routines and 
responsibilities that shape much of 
adulthood. Being is the ability to 
slow down, be present and enjoy 
the moment. Becoming reflects the 
ongoing process of personal growth 
as life changes. Belonging is the sense of 
connection to a community that supports and 
values you.

For many older adults, the doing phase of 
life begins to shift. Long‑held roles evolve or 
come to an end, and the question becomes: 
What now? What fills the space that work, 
caregiving and daily responsibilities once 
occupied?

This is where the Milford Senior Center 
plays a vital role. People do not simply stay 
active here. They rediscover themselves. 
They try new classes, reconnect with old in-

terests and enjoy the company 
of others who understand their 
stage of life. 

I see this every day. Someone 
may come in for an activity, but 
over time they become a more 
confident, connected version of 
themselves.

Research supports this expe-
rience. A 2023 study by Zhao 
et al. published in the jour-
nal SSM – Population Health 
found that older adults who feel 
healthier are more likely to par-

ticipate socially, and that social participation 
in turn improves how healthy they feel. It is 
a reinforcing cycle, and we see it in action at 
the Milford Senior Center. 

When people show up, they feel better, 
and when they feel better, they continue to 
show up.

This movement between doing and being, 
and between becoming and belonging, is 
where the heart of the center lives. You see 
people engaged and curious, but you also 
see people simply being themselves, finding 
comfort in familiar faces, taking a moment 

to sit, talk or just exist in a place where they 
feel they belong.

This is why the senior center matters. This 
is why investment in community spaces is 
essential. Yet stigma around aging and senior 
services still exists, and it often influences 
how senior centers are funded and under-
stood. 

As I write this, I am preparing for the al-
dermanic budget meeting on April 22, where 
I will present the center’s needs. I have also 
shared information about the aldermanic 
budget public hearing that will be held on 
April 15 at 7 p.m. in Milford City Hall. These 
meetings matter because they give us the 
opportunity to speak up for the people who 
fill our center and this city with life every 
day. They allow us to remind our community 
that older adults deserve the support and the 
welcoming spaces, like the Milford Senior 
Center, that enable them to feel grounded, 
purposeful and connected.

March has truly lived up to its reputation, 
coming in like a lion and going out like a 
lamb. It is hard to believe how quickly the 
weeks fly by. While I often comment on how 
quickly time passes, I am especially glad to 
say that winter is behind us and spring has 
officially arrived. Now if only the weather 
would catch up with the calendar. I hope ev-
eryone enjoys a beautiful spring season filled 
with joy, sunshine, family time and new be-
ginnings.

March also brought an important mile-
stone for our Orange Republican Town 
Committee. At our recent meeting, members 
gathered to elect our executive board for the 
2026–2028 term. I want to thank everyone 
who came out to support our town, our com-
mittee and the candidates on the slate. Con-
gratulations to our newly elected officers: 
Chairman Chad Lombardi, Vice Chairman 
Jude Toohey, Secretary Annie Gloria and 
Treasurer Phyllis Kraut.

I also extend my deepest grat-
itude to Debbie Esposito for her 
outstanding leadership and dedi-
cation over the past two years as 
treasurer. Her hard work has made 
a real difference, and we are grate-
ful she will continue to support 
our efforts in the months ahead.

Many residents may not be fa-
miliar with the role of the com-
mittee. We are continually active 
and look forward to volunteer-
ing in the coming months. While 
our primary mission is to help 
elect Republican candidates who share our 
values, we are so much more than that. We 
are moms, dads, sons, daughters, husbands, 
wives, friends and neighbors who deeply 
care about Orange. 

We are committed to responsible growth, 
strong schools, a thriving business commu-
nity and good government that serves all our 

residents. We respect our town 
leaders and work collaboratively 
to keep Orange moving forward 
while honoring its proud heri-
tage. 

We encourage everyone to get 
involved. We strongly believe in 
moving forward; however, we 
believe our strength is in our his-
tory along with our concern for 
our neighbors and their families.

Our members stay active in the 
community year-round. You will 
find us volunteering at local fes-

tivals and fairs, supporting the Senior Cen-
ter, helping with the Fireman’s Carnival, and 
cooking and serving meals for our veterans, 
just to name a few of the many ways we give 
back. 	
We have planned several fun community 
events for the coming months:

- A pickleball tournament on Saturday, 

April 26 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 401 Bos-
ton Post Rd. in Orange.

- A Cinco de Mayo Celebration on Tues-
day, May 5.

- A Freedom Family Picnic with a date to 
be announced soon.

More activities and events will be added 
as the season progresses. If you have any 
questions about the ORTC, please reach out. 
Anyone wishing to get involved in any way, 
you can contact us at ORTC.Secretary@
gmail.com. We would love to welcome new 
members and hear from our neighbors.

Here’s to a productive and enjoyable 
2026–2028 term – getting to know more of 
our wonderful community and working to-
gether to keep Orange a great place to live, 
work and raise a family.

ORTC Active In The Community

Jude 
Toohey

Orange Republican Town Committee

Jude Toohey is the vice chair of the Orange Re-
publican Town Committee.

Milford Marine Institute Running Summer Camps
The Milford Marine Institute will run its 

hands-on science programs this summer for 
the 43rd year in conjunction with the Milford 
Recreation Department.

The institute runs a number of camps.
The Marine Biology Science/Art Camp A 

runs from June 15-19 and is for ages 7 and 

up. The Marine Biology Science/Art Camp B 
runs from June 22-26 and is for ages 7 and up.

The Marine Biology Science Camp C runs 
from June 29-July 3 and is for ages 12 and up.

The Bird Identification Art Camp runs 
from July 6-10 for ages 6 and up.

The Archaeology/Native Culture Camp A 

runs from July 13-17 and is for ages 9 and 
up. The Archaeology/Native Culture Camp B 
runs from July 20-24 for ages 9 and up.

All camps begin at 9:30 a.m. and end 
at 1 p.m. Campers bring a lunch and drink 
each day. All camps are $175 for the week 
which includes all materials (pegboards, 

wood, paints), except for the Marine Biology 
Science camp, which is $185 for the week 
(test kits included).

For more information contact Camp 
Director Tim Chaucer at 203-988-
0918, email tchaucer@msn.com or visit 
milfordmarineinstitute.org.
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Ezio Sabatino is chief influence officer at Sa-
batino Marketing, where he helps businesses 
and nonprofit leaders apply behavioral sci-
ence to improve performance, credibility and 
growth. He serves on the board of directors 
for the Milford Regional Chamber of Com-
merce.

I wrote about first impressions and how 
quickly people form opinions last month. 
Those early moments matter because they 
shape what people notice, what they trust 
and whether they stay engaged. This month, 
I want to build on that idea.

If people do not understand you clearly, 
they are less likely to move forward.

Most of us have experienced this. Some-
one explains what they do, what they need or 
what they are asking, and by the end of it, we 
still are not quite sure what they mean. The 
words may sound polished. The message 
may even sound impressive. But something 
important is missing. It is not clear.

That matters because confusion rarely an-
nounces itself. Most people do not stop and 
say they do not understand. They do some-
thing quieter. They hesitate. They wait. They 
delay the decision. Sometimes they move on 
altogether. In everyday life, that creates frus-
tration. In business, it can quietly cost trust, 
response and opportunity.

A customer may not call back. A potential 
client may not take the next step. A referral 
may go nowhere because the other person 
cannot easily explain what you do. A strong 
idea may not gain support because people 
are still trying to figure out what is being 
said. What looks like disinterest is often 
something else. It is confusion.

Behavioral science helps explain why. 

People are more likely to respond 
to what feels easy to understand. 
When something is clear, it feels 
easier to process. It feels more 
manageable. People can tell what 
it means and what to do next. 
When something is unclear, hes-
itation goes up.

You can see this in practical 
places. A school sends home an 
update, but parents are left unsure 
what action they need to take. A 
community group promotes an 
event, but the important details 
are buried. A local organization explains its 
mission in a thoughtful way, but people still 
do not know how to help. A business owner 
describes what they do, but the explanation 
is so broad or polished that others cannot 
quickly repeat it to someone else.

In each case, the problem may not be 
the value of the idea. The problem may be 
that the message is making people work too 
hard. That is the hidden cost of unclear com-
munication.

Many people think they need to sound 
more impressive to be taken seriously. They 
use more words, more formal language or 
more background than the moment requires. 
The intention is understandable. They want 
to sound capable, informed and profession-
al. But often, the more complicated the mes-

sage becomes, the harder it is for 
other people to act on it.

Clear communication is not 
about dumbing things down. It 
is about making things easier 
to understand. That is a sign of 
respect. It shows that you are 
thinking not only about what you 
want to say, but also about what 
the other person needs in order to 
follow it.

For business owners and pro-
fessionals, this matters more than 
it may seem. If people cannot 

quickly understand what you do, who you 
help or why it matters, they are less likely 
to choose you. If your website sounds pol-
ished but vague, people may leave without 
taking action. If your introduction is too 
broad, referrals become harder. If your ser-
vice explanation makes sense to you but not 
to someone hearing it for the first time, you 
create friction without realizing it. And fric-
tion slows decisions down.

That does not just apply to marketing. It 
applies to leadership, meetings, community 
communication, customer service and ev-
eryday conversations. Any time you need 
another person to understand something, 
clarity matters. 

Sometimes the fix is simple. Use shorter 
sentences. Lead with the main point. Re-

place words people rarely use with words 
people hear every day. State the next step 
clearly. Do not assume others know what 
you know.

When we know our own work, organiza-
tion or topic very well, it becomes harder 
to notice what may be unclear to everyone 
else. We fill in the gaps automatically. Other 
people cannot. That is why one useful ques-
tion to ask is this: Where am I making peo-
ple work harder than they need to in order to 
understand me?

That question can improve a business de-
scription, a presentation, an email, a school 
message, a website or even a conversation 
at home. Because when people understand 
you, they are more likely to trust you, re-
spond to you and move forward.

That is why clear communication matters 
more than many people realize. And whether 
you are running a business, leading a team, 
serving your community or simply trying 
to communicate something important, that 
small shift can make a big difference.

The Influence Factor

Ezio
Sabatino

Why Clear Communication Matters More Than You Think

Many homeowners install carbon mon-
oxide detectors on the main living level and 
in the basement, then assume they are fully 
protected. As long as the device is powered, 
whether plugged in or operated by battery, it 
is often considered sufficient. 

However, this sense of security can be 
misleading, particularly in homes with older 
heating systems. Aging furnaces and related 
mechanical systems can emit low levels of 
carbon monoxide over time. Recent find-
ings suggest that symptoms such as morning 
headaches, dizziness, nausea or feeling no-
ticeably better after leaving the home may 
be linked to undetected CO exposure.

Several common household systems have 
the potential to produce carbon monoxide, 
including boilers, forced air furnaces, hot 
water heaters, heat pump systems (via coil-
based heat exchangers) and radiant heating 
systems connected to boilers. 

While owning an older furnace is not in-
herently unsafe, it does increase the impor-
tance of proper monitoring. A cracked or 

compromised heat exchanger – an 
essential component that transfers 
heat without allowing gases to 
mix – can allow exhaust gases, in-
cluding carbon monoxide, to enter 
the living space.

The heat exchanger plays a crit-
ical role in a heating system by 
transferring heat from combustion 
gases to air or water without direct 
contact. When functioning proper-
ly, it safely contains harmful gas-
es. However, any failure or deterioration can 
lead to dangerous leaks, underscoring the 
need for regular inspection.

Carbon monoxide exposure often presents 
first during overnight hours, making detector 
placement especially important. At a mini-
mum, detectors should be installed in or near 
bedrooms and near the furnace or primary 
heating system. 

Modern detector options now include 
both standard alarms and low-level mon-
itors. While standard alarms meet code re-

quirements, low-level monitors 
can detect early-stage exposure 
before it reaches critical levels, 
and many homeowners choose 
a combination system for added 
protection.

Even well-maintained sys-
tems can present unexpected 
risks. In my own case, a clogged 
chimney flue triggered the fur-
nace alarm. Neither the furnace 
maintenance man nor the fire-

place maintenance person included a four-
foot pipe that went from the forced air fur-
nace in the basement to the wall, where it 
was cemented so there were no air openings. 
The pipe was closed in well on the wall, but 
there was an accumulation of hair from my 
dogs on the inside. 

Luckily, we were all fine. We were away 
and the animals were checked. It was very 
scary. The Orange Fire Department showed 
up with our friend who was watching the 
house.

Who knows what would have happened to 
the dog and cat – or to us if we were home. 
Situations like this highlight how easily hid-
den issues can develop, even in relatively 
newer systems.

Maintaining a safe home environment 
doesn’t require complex measures, but it 
does require consistency. Homeowners 
should schedule annual furnace and sys-
tem inspections, ensure heat exchangers are 
checked regularly, upgrade carbon monox-
ide detectors as technology improves, con-
sider combination detectors with low-level 
monitoring and pay attention to subtle health 
symptoms that may indicate exposure. These 
precautions are especially critical for house-
holds with young children, elderly residents 
or pets.

Proactive maintenance and updated car-
bon monoxide detection technology can 
make a significant difference. Stay safe, stay 
informed and enjoy the season ahead.

Barbara
Lehrer

Understanding Carbon Monoxide Risks
Real Talk: You Ask, A Pro Answers

If you need more information on these is-
sues, email Barbara.Lehrer@cbmoves.com.

With the coming of spring, it’s time to try 
some great South African wines.

South Africa is well known for its diversity 
in world-class wines. It is a primary producer 
of Chenin Blanc, which is often referred to 
as steen. This is the most widely produced 
wine in South Africa, and it is gaining in 
popularity. 

South African wine has a history dating 
back to 1659. The first bottle was produced 
in Cape Town by its founder and governor 
Jan van Riebeeck. These wines have a long 
history and are of excellent quality and price.

The signature red is Pinotage. This is a 
spectacular red wine that was developed by 
mistake. 

It was developed in 1926 by a group of sci-
entists who were trying to grow Pinot Noir. 
They took the Pinot Noir grape and grafted 
on some Hermitage, which is a very hardy 
grape that grew well in South Africa (they 
call it cinsault). 

After some years they found 
they had developed a different 
grape variety. They put Pinot Noir 
and Hermitage names together 
and came up with Pinotage. 

The wine has big fruit flavors, 
but it includes smoky, earthy 
notes. It has become wildly pop-
ular in most of the world. In the 
US it is a little harder to find due 
to some political issues in South 
Africa. It is available here in most 
stores, though. Once you try it 
you’ll be hooked.

South Africa makes some great Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Syrah and Chardonnay. Most 
of these wines come from “old vines.” This 
adds great depth and complexity as well as 
fruit to the wines.

The most widely planted variety is Chenin 
Blanc. This white wine is generally dry. It 
is, however, ripe and crisp. It’s a fruity wine 

that is full-bodied. It is very pop-
ular in South Africa.

The country exports lots of 
Chenin Blanc to Australia, New 
Zealand and Europe. But it hasn’t 
caught on here in the states to any 
great degree. 

This wine is similar to Sauvi-
gnon Blanc from New Zealand. 
Ten years ago, no one in the US 
had ever heard of it. Now even in 
the smallest stores there are sev-
eral brands, and it sells like crazy. 
My prediction is this wine will 

become very popular.
Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz and Pinot 

Noir are top-quality wines – especially those 
produced from the Stellenbosch region on 
the western cape are known for their high 
quality and great prices. They make some 
great cool climate wines as well, especially 
in the coastal areas.

Walker Bay and Elgin are famous for mak-
ing great Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. 
They also make a popular dessert wine. Vin 
de Constance is world-renowned. 

Great red wine regions include Stellen-
bosch, Perl and Breede River Valley. 

Try some of these great South African 
wines. You will be glad you did.

The Rise Of South African Wines

Raymond
Spaziani

Wine Talk

Ray Spaziani is the former chapter director 
for 25 years of the New Haven Chapter of the 
American Wine Society. He is a certified wine 
educator who worked for the American Wine 
Society, Amete de Vino and Winemaker Maga-
zine judging wines and conducting wine judg-
ing. He is an award-winning home wine maker 
and has written wine articles for newspapers 
and magazines for the past 20 years. Spaziani 
teaches wine classes for the Milford Board of 
Education at Citrus Restaurant in Milford. 
Email Ray with wine questions and anything 
wine at realestatepro1000@gmail.com.
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By Marilyn May

Declaration Of Independence Was Signed By CT Woman
How many men signed the declaration?
You are right if you said 56.
How many women have their names on the 

document?
If you said none, you are wrong.
Mary Katharine Goddard (1738-1816), a 

Baltimore printer, was authorized to print her 
name on the bottom of the January 1777 edi-
tion of the document, which was the first time 
all the names of the signers were published. 

As the official printer appointed by Con-
gress, she was allowed to write: “Baltimore, 
in Maryland: Printed by Mary Katharine God-
dard” on the bottom of the document. Hers was 
the second printing, but she was ordered by the 
Continental Congress to print an official copy 
of the declaration that would publicly identify 
the signers.

Goddard was born in New London, Con-
necticut and worked in the family printing 

businesses in Providence, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. By the early 1770s she operated the 
Baltimore print shop largely on her own, and 
that’s where she printed the declaration. 

The very first printing of the document, how-
ever, was done July 4-5, 1776 by John Dunlap 
(1747-1812) at his shop in Philadelphia. He 
purposely left off the names of the signers to 
protect them from prosecution by Britain. The 
only names he did include were John Hancock, 
President of Congress and Charles Thomson, 
Secretary.

The heading of Dunlap’s printed version 
reads: “In Congress, July 4, 1776. A Declara-
tion by the Representatives of the United States 
of America….” 

Dunlap’s copies were printed as single-sheet 
posters that came to be called Dunlap’s broad-
sides. He printed 150 to 200 copies that were 
meant to be read out loud to inform people of 
the government’s call for independence. There 

are only 26 of Dunlap’s known to exist, and 
they are in either the Library of Congress or 
the American Antiquarian Society.

Dunlap’s broadsides and Goddard’s copies 
helped spread the seeds of independence to 
colonial villages and military encampments 
far from Philadelphia. The work of these two 
printers meant the voice of the declaration 
reached as many as possible.

Who signed the document on July 4, 1776?
No one signed the document on that date. 

We celebrate that day because it was the day 
the decree was approved by Congress. Most 
delegates signed it on Aug. 2, 1776, but some 
signed it even later because of illness or the 
time needed to travel back to Philadelphia.

Marilyn May is a lifelong resident of Milford 
and is on the board of the Milford Historical 
Society. Mary Katherine Goddard.

Don Wetmore is a certified business coach 
and the author of “The Productivity Hand-
book” and “Organizing Your Life.” Contact 
him at 203-394-8216 or ctsem@msn.com.

Getting To A Clean Desk
Time Management

Don 
Wetmore

We all run into people from time to time 
who work with a messy desk and messy work 
environment. They have stuff piled up here 
and there, on the floor, on the shelves and 
even on a table behind their desk. They must 
buy furniture to put this stuff on.

Whenever you try to encourage that person 
to clean up their messy work area, they get 
defensive. They have snappy retorts like, “A 
messy desk is the sign of an organized mind,” 
or “This is my external filing system.” If you 
really push them, they will always tell you, 
“But I know where everything is!”

“Out of sight; out of mind,” the old saying 
goes. The reverse of that is just as powerful. 
When it’s in sight, it’s in mind and most can-
not help but be distracted by what is before 
them: “I know I should be working on this 

report but let me just go through this 
junk email really quick.” 

A messy desk can easily lead to 
lost items and missed deadlines. It 
is time consuming too, having to go 
through the same pile of stuff day 
after day.

Some studies suggest that as 
much as 15 percent of your work 
week can be consumed with a messy 
desk, either by being distracted by 
things that are in sight or by having 
to look for things.

I recommend working with a 
clean desk, a clean work environment. You 
don’t have to take me on literally for this. I 
typically work with two or three files before 
me, but as best as I can, I keep the number 

of items around me to a mini-
mum to keep my focus sharply 
on what truly needs to be done.

If you have a bunch of stuff 
on your desk it will be easy 
(just time consuming) to get 
your desk cleaned up.

Take each item one at a time, 
decide when you will get to it, 
put it on your to-do list for that 
day and then put that item away. 
For example, the first item on 
my desk is a research project. I 
will be able to get to that next 

Tuesday. I will open my calendar to Tues-
day’s to-do list and add, “Do research proj-
ect.” I then file that item in a file for retrieval 
next Tuesday. 

The next item in my pile is the budget for 
the next quarter. I will get to work on that 
next Wednesday. I open my calendar to next 
Wednesday and add to the to-do list, “Work 
on budget,” and I file that item away for re-
trieval next Wednesday. I continue this pro-
cedure until all the items have been sched-
uled on my to-do lists for the day. I will tack-
le them and my desk is clean.

If you have a lot of items, it may take you 
all day to clean up your messy desk, but your 
investment will provide you with a clean 
desk that will permit you to have a better fo-
cus on what you need to do.
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Aides & Companions Provides Non-medical Care
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The Orange Board of Finance recently 
concluded budget deliberations and sent a 
budget package of $88,243,670 forward to 
a town meeting that will occur on April 22. 
The budget represents a $2,160,108 increase, 
or 2.5 percent of the total (town, Amity and 
Orange BOE) over the prior year’s budget. 

The town portion of the budget contains 
an overall $2.4 million increase, driven by 
contractual salary increases of $1.1 million, 
$500,000 to fund the operations for the Or-
ange Visiting Nurse Association, a $324,515 
increase to fund health insurance, worker’s 
compensation, town and police pensions and 
an additional $200,000 increase to properly 
fund the Orange Volunteer Fire Department. 

These expenses account for 90 percent of 
the increase on the town side. If you factor in 
the decrease of $559,281 within the town’s 
debt service account for the coming year, the 
town’s budget increase drops to a 5.4 percent 
overall increase. 

The budget increase this year also factors 
in the final year of a phase in of higher resi-
dential property values from the most recent 
revaluation. Home values continue to soar 
throughout Connecticut, averaging between 
38 percent and 50 percent over the four-year 

period depending on the city or 
town. 

This is pure economics, based 
on high demand and short supply 
of residential properties through-
out Connecticut. It is not unique 
to Orange. 

The average tax increase for a 
single-family home within Or-
ange beginning July 1 will be right 
around 4.3 percent, or $325. How-
ever, it is important to understand 
that the increase will vary among 
single-family homes depending 
on the value, size and type of home. 

The Orange Board of Education’s budget 
contained a nominal increase of 2.1 percent. 
The Amity school district budget came in at 
a –0.6 percent. This was driven by student 
enrollment shifts, leading to a $324,533 re-
duction in Orange’s portion. 

The Amity budget also contained a signif-
icant reduction within the debt service bud-
get, which offsets wage increases for teacher 
salaries. The Amity budget continues to ex-
pand academic opportunities within world 
languages, with continued investments in 
technology, special education and athletics. 

Most importantly, it continues to 
build on strong academic perfor-
mance and student achievement.

The fiscal year 2025 audit re-
sults for Orange were recently 
published and presented to the 
Board of Finance. The audit re-
sults indicated no significant 
compliance findings, positive 
fund balance results and contin-
ued strong revenue results. 

The strong revenue results are 
mainly driven by strong property 
tax collections, which came in 

just over $76.3 million for fiscal year 2025, 
representing 90 percent of total revenues. 
Other key drivers within revenues were in-
vestment income, which came in $476,000 
over budget and additional revenue streams 
from cell tower and land leases. 

Expenditures finished the year slightly un-
der budget by $414,000 on a $83.8 million 
budget. The total unassigned fund balance 
came in at $19,230,936, or 22.4 percent of 
the general fund balance. However, when 
you factor in the town’s annual contributions 
to fund the Orange Visiting Nurse Associ-
ation, transfers to fund road reconstruction 

and other critical capital infrastructure proj-
ects, the projected fund balance for the 2026 
fiscal year is projected to be 16 percent. That 
is where the rating agencies (Moody’s, S&P 
and Fitch) require municipalities to land if 
they want to main the highest AAA rating.

At the end of the budget process, I made 
a proposal to review and evaluate the future 
sustainability of some of the town’s special 
revenue funds. Special revenue funds are 
used to account for and report the proceeds 
of specific revenue sources that are restrict-
ed or committed to expenditure for specific 
purposes other than debt service or capital 
projects. These funds are essential for pro-
viding accountability and facilitating effec-
tive financial management.

This proposal was discussed at length 
among all members of the Board of Finance. 
It has full bipartisan support and will be ex-
amined further with the Board of Selectmen 
in the near future. 

Orange Board Of Finance Approves 2.5% Budget Increase

Kevin 
McNabola

Orange Board of Finance

Kevin McNabola is the chief financial officer 
for the city of Meriden and a member of the 
Orange Board of Finance.

Residents of Orange now have more op-
portunities to safely, conveniently and re-
sponsibly dispose of common household 
items. 

Thanks to a new partnership with Take 2 
Recycling, residents may now recycle a 
broader range of electronics along with 
household batteries and lightbulbs – all at 
the Orange Transfer Station & Recycling 
Center. 

Recycling, rather than throwing items 
away, helps protect the environment by 
keeping toxic materials out of landfills, thus 
reducing pollution in our soil, water and air.

This free service is for residential use and 
is not intended for businesses. The partner-
ship provides a financial benefit to the town: 
Orange is paid by the ton for collected ma-
terials, helping offset waste removal costs. 

The all-volunteer Orange Recycling Com-
mittee led the effort to partner with Take 2 
Recycling; an agreement was then approved 

by the Board of Selectmen and 
finalized by the first selectman.

E-waste/electronics recycling 
is available at the transfer cen-
ter and at the twice-yearly paper 
shredding events held at High 
Plains Community Center. Res-
idents can recycle a wide array 
of items, including cell phones, 
computers, televisions, rout-
ers, tablets, wires, VCRs, and 
DVD players. See a full list at  
take2recycling.com. 

Electronics contain hazardous compo-
nents such as lead and mercury, so they’re 
strictly prohibited from going in the hopper 
or trash bins. Recycling also allows valuable 
materials like metals and plastics to be re-
covered and reused, reducing the need for 
new mining and conserving natural resourc-
es.

Security and environmental responsibility 

are central to the recycling pro-
cess. Data devices are securely 
destroyed, and facilities are moni-
tored to keep materials safe.

Residents may now recycle a 
wide range of household batteries, 
including alkaline, rechargeable, 
lithium (including button or coin 
cell), nickel-cadmium, zinc car-
bon and lead-acid batteries. There 
are no limits on typical household 
quantities.

Put loose batteries in the proper 
container at the transfer station, located at 
the electronics recycling trailer. Residents 
are strongly encouraged to tape battery ter-
minals or place batteries in individual plas-
tic bags prior to drop-off. This simple step 
helps prevent fires, which can occur when 
batteries touch, particularly with small but-
ton cell batteries.

Residents can now recycle most com-

mon household lightbulbs – including LED, 
CFL, fluorescent tubes (up to four feet), in-
candescent and halogen bulbs. Bulbs should 
be placed in the designated bins at the trans-
fer station in the electronics recycling trailer.

This program is also designed for house-
hold use, so unusually large quantities may 
be rejected if they appear to come from 
commercial sources.

By taking advantage of these expanded 
recycling options, Orange residents can play 
an active role in protecting the environment, 
safeguarding personal data and reducing 
municipal waste costs. Proper disposal of 
these everyday items makes a meaningful 
difference for both the community and the 
planet.

Recycling Electronics, Batteries, Lightbulbs In Orange
Orange Recycling Committee

Ilene  
Moyher

Ilene Moyher is a member of the Orange Re-
cycling Committee.

Milford Women’s Group  
Fills Easter Boxes

Women Redefining Retirement filled boutique boxes that had been transformed previously at a workshop into 
Easter bunny baskets at their March 9 meeting at the Milford Senior Center. There was enough candy donated 
by the members in addition to small stuffed Easter toys to fill 60 boxes. They will go to behavioral clinic BH 
Care for distribution. From left: Martha Shea, Sharon Voris, June, Susan Reher and Evelyn Duffner. Photo 
courtesy of Carolyn Stanley.
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American Homes 4 U LLC 

We Buy Homes As-Is – No repairs, No cleanup needed 

No Realtor Fees or Commissions 

Fast, Fair and Transparent Cash Offers 

We Close on Your Timeline 

Compassionate, Local Redevelopers with Heart 

   Call Today: 203-349-3431 

  Visit: www.AmericanHomes4u.com  

  Email: info@AmericanHomes4U.com  

“We don’t just buy houses – we help 
people find peace of mind.”  

Michele Tenney, Founder 

I recently took an online course sponsored 
by the National Garden Clubs that briefly 
covered integrated pest management. 

One of the key components of IPM is bi-
ological control – letting nature do more of 
the work for you. The core idea is simple: 
use living organisms – predators, parasites 
and pathogens – to keep pest populations in 
check, reducing the need for chemicals. 

Since most insects are beneficial insects, 
biological control helps to restore the bal-
ance of nature in your garden. You want to 
encourage beneficial insects to reduce the 
need for chemicals.

Predators are the “good guy” insects you 
may already have in your garden. Some ex-
amples are lady beetles that devour aphids, 
predatory mites that feed on thrips and scale 

insects and spiders which help 
keep a wide range of pests in 
check. Predators actively hunt 
and consume pests, often eating 
dozens per day. Yum.

Parasites are mostly tiny 
wasps and flies that lay eggs in 
or on pest insects. An example 
is parasitic wasps, which can 
lay an egg inside an aphid. The 
developing larva then kills the 
aphid from within. 

Many parasites specialize in specific 
pests, making them highly targeted and ef-
fective. They’re invisible garden heroes 
working quietly in the background. Don’t 
fear the insects.

Pathogens are microorganisms such as 

bacteria, fungi, nematodes, pro-
tozoa and viruses that cause dis-
ease in pests. Some are available 
commercially as bio-insecticides. 
Probably the best known is H. 
bacteriophora, a nematode (tiny 
worm) that attacks caterpillars and 
immature beetles, among other 
insects. It can also be used against 
white grubs in lawns. These are 
especially useful for soil-dwelling 
pests or large infestations. 

Just like our pollinators, predators and 
parasites need a nectar source and a habitat. 
Some plants to consider for both include 
marigolds to attract lady beetles, white alys-
sum to attract parasitic wasps and dill, fen-
nel, yarrow and cosmos to support a wide 

range of predators.
For habitat, consider mulch, perennials, a 

water source and an overwintering site such 
as leaf littler and hollow stems from plants. 

Please avoid broad-spectrum insecticides 
that kill beneficial insects along with pests, 
disrupting the natural balance you’re trying 
to build.

In the next Garden Spot, I’ll cover another 
part of IPM: companion planting to reduce 
garden pests. In the meantime, enjoy the 
spring weather.

Let Nature Do Your Garden Pest Control
The Garden Spot

Pat Dray

Pat Dray is a past president of the Garden 
Club of Orange and a master gardener.

Rotary Club of Orange

Dan May is a local geologist and president of 
the Rotary Club of Orange. He can be contact-
ed at capemay2013@gmail.com.

Dan 
May

Rotary Scholarships For Orange Graduating Seniors
Graduation is rapidly approaching for 

high school seniors, marking the end of their 
structured and shared K-12 educational jour-
ney. Surrounding that ceremonial day are on-
going individual decisions about next steps 
– be it gainful employment, post-secondary 
education, military enlistment or religious 
service. The act of commencing that next 
stage is both exhilarating and anxiety ridden.

For those continuing their educational 
journey, one factor that adds to the anxiety is 
the ever-increasing cost of college or profes-
sional technical training. Most Rotary clubs 
in the US try to help high school grads get 
started with post-secondary educational op-
portunities, and the Rotary Club of Orange 
is glad to be among those who can provide 
some support.

The Orange club annually offers scholar-
ships to Orange residents who are graduat-
ing secondary school, seniors planning on 
attending college/university or other recog-
nized post-secondary technical institutions 
in the year following graduation. This year, 
scholarships in the amount of $2,500 each 
will be awarded to four graduating seniors. 

The scholarships are a one-time 
lump sum given directly to se-
niors who have been accepted at 
an accredited institution and plan 
to attend in 2026-2027.

Application forms are available 
at area school guidance coun-
seling offices (including Ami-
ty Regional High School, Platt 
Technical School, Notre Dame 
High School, Lauralton Hall and 
Hopkins School) and are current-
ly featured on the club’s home 
page at rotarycluboforange.org. 
Completed applications and sup-
porting materials are due May 15.

Scholarships and other youth services are 
a core funding area for Rotary clubs. The 
funds are primarily obtained from year-
round fundraising activities in the communi-
ty. Two fundraisers are coming up soon – the 
spring paper shredding event organized with 
the Orange Recycling Committee that will 
be held on the morning of Saturday, April 11 
at High Plains Community Center, and the 
annual Mother’s Day Rose Sale with online 

orders picked up at High Plains 
as well on the Friday afternoon 
(May 8) before Mother’s Day. 
Both events provide program sup-
port “for the children,” which is 
the official tagline for the 2026-
2027 Rotary year across southern 
Connecticut.

Educational support is integral 
to all 46,000 clubs that comprise 
Rotary International with pro-
grams supporting all ages from 
pre-K through graduate school. 
At the post-college level, RI itself 
sponsors several scholarship and 

fellowship programs that primarily focus on 
graduate-level study abroad. Although many 
high school seniors are not often thinking 
that far into the future, these programs might 
be of long-term interest for some.

RI Global Grant Scholarships provide 
one to four years of generous support for 
graduate study in one of Rotary’s humani-
tarian focus areas – ranging from education 
to public health and maternal/infant care to 
economic development to environmental 

restoration. More specifically, RI Peace Fel-
lowships fully support master’s degree and 
certificate programs in conflict resolution at 
centers around the world. Our local Rotary 
district supports several scholarships and fel-
lowships every year, welcoming individuals 
from abroad as well as sending US residents 
overseas.

One of the more thought-provoking ques-
tions on the Rotary scholarship applica-
tion form for graduating students is, “What 
would you like to be doing five years from 
now?” If you are an upcoming graduate – or 
know someone who is – with a long term in-
terest in humanitarian careers, check out the 
future graduate school opportunities that are 
funded through Rotary International at rota-
ry.org/en/our-programs/scholarships. 

To quote American poet Mary Oliver, it’s 
never too early to “Tell me, what is it you 
plan to do with your one wild and precious 
life.”
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Orange Town Budget 2026-2027
Orange Lions Charities 

First Annual Golf Tournament 

                               
 

Join Us for a Day of Fun, Friendly Competition, and Community Spirit!  

Event Details 
• Date: Thursday, May 14, 2026 (Rain Date: June 11, 2026) 
• Time: 7:30 AM Registration, 8:30 AM Shotgun start,  end at 2:00 PM 
• Location: Orange Hills Country Club, 389 Racebrook Rd. Orange, CT 

Tournament Highlights 
• 18-hole scramble format 
• Teams of 4 players, singles will be combined into foursomes 
• Prizes for top teams, longest drive, closest to pin, major prize for hole-

in-one 
• Raffle drawings and giveaways 
• Light breakfast, on-course refreshments and lunch provided at end of 

tournament 

Registration Information 
• Entry Fee: $175 per player, Early bird (by May 1st) $165 per player 
• Register online (sign up at https://bit.ly/3WJufhw or use  QR Code above) 

to secure your spot 

• Questions or Concerns: contact kenlenz382@gmail.com | (203) 641-3843 
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Milford Site Of ‘No Kings’ Rally

Milford was the site of one of the thousands of “No Kings” protests decrying the actions of the Trump administration held throughout the US and around the world on March 28. Milford Mayor Rich Smith was among the 
speakers at the event. This was the third No Kings protest, which does not focus on a specific issue but broadly opposes President Donald Trump. Photos by Robert Creigh.

Lunar New Year Celebrated In Milford

More than 300 community members gathered on March 7 at the New England Asian American Cultural Center in Milford to celebrate the Lantern Festival with an afternoon of cultural performances, martial arts 
demonstrations and community activities. The event celebrated the conclusion of the Lunar New Year and the inception of the year of the horse. The celebration opened with a lion dance accompanied by traditional 
drums. The program continued with a variety of performances including traditional Chinese dance, vocal performances and instrumental music featuring classical Chinese instruments. There was also a martial arts 
demonstration by students from Wu Dang Kung Fu Academy. A potluck reception followed the performances. Photo courtesy of the NEAACC.
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Dennis Marsh is the senior services coordi-
nator of Orange Community Services, which 
includes the Orange Senior Center. The cen-
ter provides activities that promote indepen-
dence, creativity, physical and emotional 
health, and lifelong learning for residents 
over the age of 55For more information 
on the Orange Senior Center call 203-891-
4788, visit orange-ct.gov/783/Orange-Se-
nior-Center or email dmarsh@orange-ct.
gov.

Fostering Social Connections
Orange Senior Center

Dennis
Marsh

Margaret told me the only reason she 
comes to the senior center is so she does not 
have to eat alone. Robert said he comes to 
the senior center to be around people. Pat 
comes to the senior center to have something 
to look forward to.

An article in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association from May 2024 sites 
a national poll on healthy aging that one in 
three older adults are experiencing social 
isolation, a significant public health issue 
linked to severe physical and mental health 
issues. Social isolation has been shown to 
increase the risk for heart disease, dementia, 
depression, obesity and premature death.

Causes of social isolation can include sev-
eral factors. 

One is life transitions – the loss of a spouse 
or partner, friends or family, retirement or 
children moving out. All of these may lead 
to a decreased participation in socialization. 

Health issues can also cause so-
cial isolation. Limited mobility, 
low energy or a decline in hearing 
and or vision make it hard to en-
gage with others. 

Then there are environmental 
factors: living alone, lack of access 
to transportation and living in rural 
or inaccessible areas can also con-
tribute to social isolation.

I spoke with one senior who uses 
technology for social media like 
Facebook to stay connected, video 
conferencing to stay in touch with 
the grandkids living across the country and 
text messaging to invite a neighbor over for 
tea. She starts her day logging on and send-
ing the family an email just to say she is up. 
She uses Orange Senior Transportation to 
get to the doctors, grocery shopping and go 
to the senior center for lunch.

Another person volunteers at 
the local theater. Not only does 
she get to see the plays for free, 
but it gets her out of the house. 
She engages with others and 
receives a sense of purpose and 
value from helping the patrons 
find their seats. Volunteers meet 
up for dinner before the show, 
carpool to the theater and dis-
cuss the performances, acting 
and all other elements of the 
show.

The Orange Senior Center is 
here for you. Our doors are open Monday 
through Friday with activities throughout the 
day. Many activities are free and the people 
are welcoming. Just wander in and say hi. 
Check us out on Facebook or read the news-
letter on the Orange town website to see the 
many activities offered. Call the office at 

203-891-4784 and we will happily mail you 
a copy. I’m sure you will find something of 
interest. It is all about building connections 
and nurturing existing relationships. 

If you or someone you know is strug-
gling with mental health or having suicidal 
thoughts, immediate free and confidential 
help is available 24/7 by calling or texting 
988.

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. 4 window minimum Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes 
Labor. Financing offers a no payment - no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at an APR of 17.99%. 
No finance charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in Lending Disclosures, 
and you will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your purchase in full before 
the end of the promotional period, you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay your account at any time 
without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance 
terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA 
# 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 
9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA #WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067, Suffolk County  NY #HI-72622

G E T  Y O U R  F R E E  Q U O T E  T O D A Y !

Offer ends 06/30/26

Fall in love with your new 
windows – and easy fi nancing!

With Window Nation, you get:

(844) 403-7894

•Affordable pricing and flexible payment plans to meet your needs

•Best-in-class service – our A+ BBB rating says it all

•Energy-efficient windows that keep pollen out of your home 

•Free consultations with local, knowledgeable window experts

All Politics May Indeed Be Local
The mantra that “all politics is local” is at-

tributed to former Massachusetts Congress-
man and long-term Speaker of the House 
Thomas “Tip” P. O’Neill, who served in that 
role from 1977 to 1987. 

O’Neill was hailed for bipartisan deal 
making during difficult political times. His 
tenure in the House of Representatives from 
1953-1987 included the Civil Rights era, the 
Vietnam war and the American development 
of a middle class. Regardless of one’s party 
affiliation, O’Neill was considered a formi-
dable politician and legislator during periods 
of intense political debate, cultural shifts and 
changes in American society. 

An unabashed New Deal Dem-
ocrat, O’Neill managed to govern 
civilly and successfully, especial-
ly with those with whom he had 
significant and intense differenc-
es. Former President Ronald Rea-
gan and O’Neill shared a mutual 
respect for one another and the 
governing process despite import-
ant and often fierce disagreements 
on national policy issues. 

The “all politics is local” phi-
losophy apparently stemmed 
from an early legislative loss that 
O’Neill experienced. He learned from his 

initial local electoral defeat in a 
bid for city council that it is most 
important to listen to local peo-
ple. His first political run and loss 
may have been due to taking his 
local supporters for granted. 

He learned to actively listen 
to what mattered locally. In his 
memoirs, O’Neill wrote in detail 
about how to win elections, gov-
ern and remain in power, noting 
that local issues motive voters.

Politics can be thought of as 
the activities engaged in by a 

government or political party. From within 
this narrow view, the statement that all pol-
itics is local holds true. All seekers of local 
positions on councils and boards should 
heed it. 

But there is also a broader definition of 
politics that refers to governing a nation, 
and the administration and control of both 
internal and external affairs. Traditionally, 
and perhaps in times of civil discourse, the 
broader view of national politics may not be 
necessary, with a local focus remaining most 
important.

There is a different interpretation of 
the mantra about local politics that is now 
needed. Our national political landscape is 
changing rapidly, and O’Neill might agree 
that this requires a more inclusive approach 
than what matters locally. Politics is also 
about making decisions in groups that affect 
distribution of resources, appropriation of 
funds and enactment of policies.

National political decisions have an effect, 
perhaps indirectly and in the longer term, on 
local conditions and the people. Changes in 
policies regarding health care, Social Secu-
rity, education, veterans’ benefits, tariffs and 
taxes have a profound impact eventually. 
Local political discourse can no longer fo-
cus on a protected area of distinction that is 
separate from what is happening nationally.

An example that may best illustrate this 

national-to-local connection may be the fed-
eral changes in contract administration at the 
national level. Federal employees have re-
cently had contracts changed, terminated or 
delayed without notice. This does not bode 
well for local businesses or employment 
contracts in general. 

What will happen locally if violation of 
contracts is normalized as a justifiable prac-
tice at the national level? Economic reces-
sion, competing funding priorities and/or 
shifting national defense goals may be pre-
sented as justification. The impact on local 
business operations, establishment of new 
small businesses and the cost of distribution 
of goods and services will have profound lo-
cal effects. 

National decisions affect everything local-
ly, from classrooms to road repairs. Our lo-
cal political leaders must be held to account 
to pay attention and respond to expenditure 
and contract mismanagement at the national 
level. It is our local leaders who have the ob-
ligation to educate constituents and potential 
voters to understand these connections. It is 
our local constituents, including veterans, 
seniors, families and children, who will bear 
the brunt of these more national decisions.

Never could it be truer than that all poli-
tics, in the broader sense, is local.

Ellen Russell 
Beatty

Ponder This

Dr. Ellen Russell Beatty served five terms on 
the Milford Board of Aldermen. She served 
seven years as Associate Vice President of 
Academic Affairs at Southern Connecticut 
State University, and also served as inter-
im Academic Vice president, Dean of Health 
& Human Services and Director of Faculty 
Development. In addition to the broad per-
spective and a multitude of skills required 
of high-level administrators, her areas of 
special expertise lie in strategic planning, 
accreditation, assessment and planning and 
budgetary allocation.
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Advertise In The Milford-Orange Times. Call us at 203-799-7500.

Surprisingly great 
rates that fit any 
budget.

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance 
Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

I can help you bundle your home and auto 
insurance, at a rate that may surprise you. 
Call me for a quote today.  
 
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements. 
Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

2101564

Kevin Piscitelli ChFC CLU, Agent
380 Boston Post Road
Orange, CT  06477
Bus: 203-799-9900
info@sfconnecticutinsurance.com
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 6pm
Open 24/7 Online or By Phone
Video Appointments Available
Hablamos Español

TREE EXPERTS & STUMP GRINDING
Residential and Commercial

For quite a while now there have been 
many requests from my followers and 
my Facebook page about local high-end 
“steakhouse specialty” restaurants. I met 
Chef Attilio Marini years ago at his mom’s 
restaurant in Trumbull, called Marisa’s. He 
definitely honed his culinary talents during 
those years and brought them to his new 
restaurant, Cast Iron Chef Chop House and 
Oyster Bar on State Street in New Haven in 
2017. It is the former space of Carmen An-
thony Steakhouse. Marini has been awarded 
Best Steakhouse in New Haven County by 
CT magazine for seven consecutive years, 
and this year won the title statewide.

His use of the timeless cast-iron skillet 
is the main cooking vessel at the Cast Iron 
Chophouse. Cast-iron cookware has been 
used for over 2,000 years and is valued for 
its durability as well as its ability to retain 
and maintain even heat. The dishes are not 
just prepared in the cast iron, but served in 
it too. 

The Cast Iron Chef Chop House is one of 
the finest steakhouses in New Haven. The 
meats used in the restaurant are butchered 
in-house as they trim their beef tenderloins, 
filets and chateaubriand to be used in the 
burgers, meatballs and chili. Every offering 
at the restaurant holds unexpected wonder. 
Marini has become a celebrity chef and is 
a regular on New Haven’s ABC affiliate 
WTNH. 

Cindy and I were joined by longtime 
friends Tammy and Steve for a fun evening 
of food, drink and conversation.

We started with appetizers, prosecco and 
a signature espresso martini with its own 
special twist. First up was the cast iron clam 

chowder and burrata cheese sal-
ad. I originally was thinking of 
ordering French onion soup, as 
I am not usually a clam chowder 
guy. But I’m so glad we decided 
on the chowder. It was incred-
ible. The broth was creamy and 
luscious. The silky broth held an 
abundance of nice chunks of po-
tato and clam that I would defi-
nitely order again. 

The simplicity of the salad 
exceeded expectations. The cre-
ative plating featured a large 
mound of creamy, but not overly moist, bur-
rata adorned with arugula, strawberries, pis-
tachios, olive oil and a strawberry balsamic 
glaze. The textures and varied tastes worked 
so well together. The peppery and fresh taste 
of the arugula was offset by the sweetness of 
the strawberries and glaze.

Our appetizer choices showed off the 
chef’s expertise in presenting a variety of 
offerings. The tuna tartare reminded me of 
an artistic ceviche with an Asian flare. It was 
constructed of large, diced fresh tuna with 
avocado, jalapeno and red onion topped with 
tobiko and served with corn tortilla chips. If 
that was not enough, the sauce made with 
olive oil, white soy sauce, mirin and yuzo 
was outstanding. The cast iron spicy braised 
meatballs had the perfect texture with a defi-
nite spicy kick that was served with a dollop 
of fresh ricotta and tomato sauce. 

Next up was their unique vision of a 
crab cake. It was baked, not fried, and de-
signed as a tower of jumbo lump crab, bread 
crumbs, parsley and scallions that was cast-
iron seared and served over a corn bisque 

and roasted red pepper puree.
The last two appetizers were 

the Korean short ribs and lob-
ster arancini. The short ribs were 
some of the best I have had. The 
thinly sliced American wagyu 
short rib was made with white 
soy, gochujang and topped with 
scallions. The beef was tender, 
the sauce sweet, gooey and sa-
vory. 

The lobster arancini was a su-
perb, baseball sized, round con-
struction of lobster, risotto, peas, 

grated cheese and mozzarella served with a 
luscious lobster bisque and topped with lan-
gastinos.

Our first main course was the homemade 
fettuccini smothered in a meaty bolognese 
sauce made with a touch of cream, a dollop 
of fresh ricotta and fresh basil. The second 
entrée was a classic – the cast iron chateau-
briand for two. This 27-ounce hand-cut, 
premium roasted tenderloin was simply sea-
soned with salt and pepper, with roasted gar-
lic butter and fresh thyme. It was sliced and 
served with a sweet potato, sautéed broccoli 
and gorgonzola sauce. 

The third entrée was the cast iron seared 
duck, which was an 8-ounce tender breast, 
served with sautéed broccoli and garlic 
mashed potatoes (sprinkled with roasted 
cloves of garlic). The exquisite finishing 
touch was the signature chop house duck 
sauce.

The final main course selection is my 
favorite cut of meat. The 26-ounce cast 
iron “prime” bone-in rib eye was perfectly 
seared and cooked to a spot-on medium rare. 

The seasoning was a classic salt and pepper 
that adds great flavor when seared. The gar-
lic butter and thyme adds that nice sheen and 
beautiful taste. It was served with plenty of 
incredibly seasoned roasted potatoes with a 
little crunch and creamy interior. When I am 
in a first-class steakhouse, this steak is usu-
ally my go-to. This finishing act was perfect.

We ended with two wonderful cast iron 
specialty desserts. The cinnamon cake was 
awesome and gave me a “bananas fos-
ter” vibe. The moist cinnamon cake was 
engulfed with a glaze made with Captain 
Morgan and salted caramel surrounded by 
caramelized bananas and topped with vanil-
la ice cream. The s’mores with strawberries 
was exquisite. The s’mores was a hot plated 
deconstruction of huge strawberries, toasted 
marshmallows and chocolate sauce served 
with graham crackers. It was the perfect end 
to a perfect evening.

The décor and room layout lends itself to 
a night out with friends or family, yet the 
elegance takes on the perfect ambiance for 
a business meeting or romantic night out. 
There is also a great bar area and terrific dai-
ly happy hour specials. Every table gets the 
chef’s “secret spiced” signature popcorn. 

They are open daily for lunch at 11:30 
a.m. and dinner until closing. They are lo-
cated at 660 State St. in New Haven, eight 
miles from the Orange/Milford line. Reser-
vations can be made at 203-745-4669.

Cast Iron Steakhouse Minutes From Orange And Milford

Steve 
Cooper

Foodie Foursome

Steve Cooper is a local, national and in-
ternational award-winning photographer, 
culinary influencer, author and executive 
director of the Milford Performance Center. 
Contact him at 203-723-3672.
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Welcome To
Mr. Bubbles Laundromat!

Clean. Fast. Friendly.

We use eco-friendly 
detergents!

We have 40+ washers 
& dryers!

We have an amazing 
kids room with an 
85” TV!

Free Drying with 
any wash!

Same-day service & 
pickup/ delivery 
available!

Address: 1088 Boston Post Road, 
West Haven, CT
1088 Boston Post Road, West 
Haven, CT, USA

Spring always brings a renewed sense of en-
ergy. As the days grow longer and the weather 
warms up, many people feel inspired to head 
outdoors, join sports leagues, start walking or 
running programs or ramp up fitness routines 
that may have slowed down during the winter 
months. 

This seasonal shift is wonderful for physical, 
spiritual, emotional and mental well-being. But 
it also comes with an increased risk of injury if 
we don’t prepare and recover properly.

After months of reduced activity, our mus-
cles, joints and tendons may not be ready for 
sudden bursts of movement. Whether it’s re-
turning to tennis, jogging in the neighborhood, 
playing baseball or softball or simply garden-
ing for longer periods, spring activities often 
involve motions the body hasn’t performed 
consistently in a while. 

This is why gradual progression is key. Start 
slow, increase intensity over time, and listen 
carefully to your body. A brisk 15-minute walk 
may be more beneficial rather than jumping 
into a three-mile run. Consistency beats inten-
sity, especially early in the season.

Warmups and cooldowns are critical to pre-
venting injury, yet often overlooked. A prop-

er warmup increases blood flow, 
loosens muscles and prepares 
joints for activity. I suggest dy-
namic movements – such as arm 
circles, leg swings, knee cars and 
ankle cars – which will reduce the 
chance of strains and sprains. 

Post exercise, gentle static 
stretches are best. These will help 
prevent stiffness, promote flexi-
bility and set your body back to 
a parasympathetic state of rest. 
These small habits can make a 
big difference in staying active all 
season long.

Spring sports are also a great opportunity for 
community and connection. From pickleball 
games to youth baseball, family bike rides and 
physical activities encourage social interaction 
that we all need to boost our emotional health. 
Exercise releases endorphins, improves mood 
and reduces stress. 

Being outdoors adds another layer of ben-
efit: sunlight exposure supports vitamin D, 
which contributes to bone health and boosts 
immune function.

Even with precautions, injuries can still hap-

pen. Common spring injuries include 
ankle sprains, muscle pulls, tendon-
itis and overuse injuries such as run-
ner’s knee or shin splints. When dis-
comfort appears, it’s important not to 
ignore it. Pushing through pain can 
turn a minor issue into a more seri-
ous problem. Early recovery is just 
as important as the activity itself.

The basics of injury recovery 
start with rest. Giving your body 
time to heal prevents further dam-
age. Applying ice in the early stages 
can also help reduce inflammation, 

while gentle movement, when appropriate, can 
promote circulation and healing.

Hydration and proper nutrition also play a 
major role. Foods rich in protein, vitamins and 
minerals support tissue repair. Omega-3 fatty 
acids and leafy greens are particularly helpful 
during recovery.

Equally important is patience, something 
I struggle with when injured. I understand it. 
Many people rush back into activity too soon 
because they don’t want to lose progress. But 
true wellness means respecting the body’s 
timeline and limitations. 

Gradually reintroducing movement and 
strengthening surrounding muscles helps pre-
vent re-injury. Sometimes, cross-training, like 
swimming or cycling, can maintain fitness 
while allowing an injured area to heal. 

I am a strong supporter of cross-training, 
but also a huge advocate of physical therapy. A 
good physical therapist will be able to restore 
you back to health and perhaps make you even 
stronger than before.

This season, embrace the fresh start that 
spring offers. Get outside, move your body, 
enjoy sports and connect with others. But 
balance enthusiasm with wisdom. Warm up, 
progress gradually and honor recovery when 
needed. By doing so, you’ll not only reduce 
injuries; you’ll build strength, resilience and 
lasting wellness. You’ve got this. Here’s to 
your health.

Here’s To Your Health

Exercise And The Power Of Proper Injury Recovery

Michele
Tenney

Michele Tenney is a Certified Personal 
Trainer and Nutritionist & Wellness Coach.  
She is a member of the Orange Board of 
Health. Her website is www.elevatePTW.
com. She can be reached at 203-668-2969 or 
email at Hmgbrd3@gmail.com.

‘A Lad In Manhattan’ To Debut In Milford
Pantochino Productions, a professional, 

not-for-profit theatre company in Milford, will 
debut its new musical “A Lad in Manhattan” 
on Friday, April 24 at the Milford Arts Council 
in downtown Milford. The family-friendly, all 
ages musical plays through May 10. 

“A Lad in Manhattan,” featuring book and 
lyrics by Bert Bernardi and music by Justin 
Rugg, takes the familiar story of Aladdin and 
reimagines it set in Times Square, the heart 
of New York City during the 1970s. Here, a 
young man from Long Island journeys to the 

Big Apple to find fame and fortune and, to a 
decidedly disco beat, gets all that and more 
with the help of some colorful characters and 
outrageous situations.

“Giving new life to a familiar story is 
our passion,” says writer/director Bernardi. 
“Setting the story in the big city has truly 
created a ‘whole new world’ for the adventure 
and magic of Aladdin to live and breathe. It’s 
fast, funny, campy and is great entertainment 
for children who will be dazzled and 
delighted, and adult audiences who will get 

humor beneath the humor.”
The cast includes company members Mary 

Mannix, Shelley Marsh Poggio, Rachelle 
Ianniello, Valerie Solli, Justin Rugg, Jimmy 
Johansmeyer and in the title role, Chad Celini 
who has appeared in Pantochino’s “What Now 
Voyager” and “Dorothy’s Christmas in Oz.” 
Special guest star for this production is Victoria 
Sautee. Known as the comical “quintessence 
of effervescence,” Sautee has been called 
“remarkable and hysterical” by the Hartford 
Courant.  The new musical features setting 

by Von Del Mar, costumes by Johansmeyer, 
lighting by Jakob Kelsey, musical direction by 
Rugg and stage management by T. Gadomski.

Performances are on Fridays at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Seating is cabaret-style 
and audiences are invited to bring their own 
food and drink to enjoy during the show. The 
MAC is located at 40 Railroad Ave. South in 
Milford. Parking is free at showtime in all 
train station lots. Tickets are available online 
at pantochino.com.
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As we move into spring here in Milford, 
there’s a natural sense of renewal in the air. Our 
downtown comes alive, our shoreline fills with 
activity and our local businesses begin to hit 
their stride for the season ahead. It’s one of the 
many reasons we are proud to call this com-
munity home.

But alongside that energy, there are also real 
and growing challenges that deserve our atten-
tion.

Across our region, individuals and fami-
lies are facing increasing pressure from rising 
costs, gaps in health care access and shifting 
federal policies that are making it harder for 
many to find stability. Food insecurity remains 
a daily reality for too many, and for those ex-
periencing housing instability, the path forward 
has only become more complex.

Over the past several months, the Beth-El 
Center’s No Freeze program has once again 
served as a critical safety net in our communi-

ty. As the program wraps up for the 
season, it’s worth pausing to recog-
nize what it has accomplished. This 
year alone, more than 300 individ-
uals in our region had a safe, warm 
place to sleep because of this effort.

That number is significant, but 
what matters even more are the peo-
ple behind it.

I had the opportunity this year 
to volunteer overnights at the No 
Freeze overflow shelter. It was an 
experience that was illuminating 
and deeply humbling. You gain a different per-
spective when you engage with people, hear 
their stories and understand just how quickly 
circumstances can change in someone’s life.

What struck me most was not just the need, 
but the resilience. The dignity. The apprecia-
tion for something as simple as a safe place to 
rest for the night.

Programs like No Freeze don’t 
happen on their own. They are made 
possible by an extraordinary net-
work of volunteers, nonprofit lead-
ers, faith-based organizations and 
community partners who step up, of-
ten quietly, to meet a very real need.

And there is room for more of us.
Whether it’s volunteering your 

time, supporting organizations like 
Beth-El, contributing resources or 
simply learning more about the chal-
lenges facing our neighbors, there 

are meaningful ways for everyone to get in-
volved.

Because this isn’t just about addressing 
hardship, it’s about strengthening our entire 
community.

When people have access to shelter, food 
and basic health care, our region becomes 
healthier. When individuals are supported, they 

are better positioned to contribute, to work, to 
engage and to move forward. And when that 
happens, our local businesses are stronger, our 
workforce is more stable and our economy 
grows.

We often talk about Milford as a vibrant 
place to live, work and visit, and it is. But part 
of what makes that true is how we show up for 
one another, especially when it matters most.

As we head into the months ahead, I en-
courage all of us to keep that in mind. There 
is important work happening every day in this 
community, and each of us has a role to play in 
moving it forward.

We are, quite simply, better together.

A Community Responsibility We All Share
Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce

Michael 
Moses

Michael Moses is the president of the Mil-
ford Regional Chamber of Commerce. Con-
tact him at 203-878-0681 or mmoses@mil-
fordct.com.

Case Memorial Library Events
The Case Memorial Library is located at 

176 Tyler City Rd. in Orange. The library 
is open Mondays and Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. and Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Programs are free (except as noted 
for materials charges) and open to the 
public. Registration is recommended for 
all programs, unless otherwise noted. 
Visit casememoriallibrary.org for more 
information.

The library has a new app where you can 
manage your account, search the catalog 
and place holds, register for events, access 
e-books and use your digital library card. 
Find the app by searching Libraries Online 
in your app store.

Passport to CT Libraries
Visit libraries across Connecticut this 

April for a chance to win up to a $200 Visa 
gift card.

Nearly 140 libraries are participating 
in the Connecticut Library Association’s 
Passport to Connecticut Libraries program. 
Visit participating libraries across the state. 
Show your passport and collect stamps 
along the way. Visit at least 5 libraries to 
qualify. Return your completed passport by 
May 11 for a chance to win. A total of six 
$200 gift cards will be awarded – one adult 
and one child winner in each category.

Preschool Storytime
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.; for children ages 

3-5.
Music, movement, and literacy for 

preschool friends. Join the library to get 
ready for the school years. There will be 
a craft session after the storytime session. 
This program is designed for children and 
engaged  adults. Drop-offs will not be 
permitted.

Lapsit Storytime
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.; for babies up to 

24 months. 
Little ones and their caregivers are 

invited to explore books, sing songs and 
practice interactive nursery rhymes with 
Angela Badore. This program includes 
storytime followed by an optional group 
playtime. This program is designed for 
children and engaged adults. Drop-offs 
will not be permitted.

 
Toddler Storytime
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.; for children 

ages 18 months-2.
Get the wiggles out with Angela Badore. 

Stories, music, dancing, and more fill this 
high-energy storytime for toddlers and 
their grownups. This program includes 
storytime followed by an optional group 
playtime. This program is designed for 

children and engaged adults. Drop-offs 
will not be permitted.

Weaving 101 for Tweens
Monday, April 13, 3 p.m.-4 p.m.; for 

children in grades 3-6.
Learn basic weaving techniques using 

looms and alternative tools and create 
your own woven project. Registration is 
required.

STEAM Club: Spring Break Edition
Tuesday, April 14, 3 p.m.-3:45 p.m.; for 

children in grades 3-6.
Experiment with engineering challenges 

and hands-on building projects inspired by 
leftover candy. Registration is required.

Drop-In Craft: Color a Kite
Wednesday, April 15, all day; for 

children through grade 6.
Decorate your own kite using provided 

materials, available while supplies last. 

LEGO Club
Thursday, April 16, 3 p.m.-3:45 p.m.; for 

children in grades K–3.
Build and problem-solve with LEGO 

bricks during this guided free-build 
session. Registration required.

Sensory-Friendly Movie: The 
SpongeBob Movie: The Search for 
SquarePants

Friday, April 17, 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.; for 
children through grade 6.

Enjoy a sensory-friendly screening 
of the latest SpongeBob movie with the 
whole family. Registration is required.

Simple Sewing: T-Shirt Bag
Thursday, April 23, 6 p.m.-7 p.m.; for 

children in grades 3-6.
Learn basic sewing techniques while 

transforming an old T-shirt into a reusable 
bag. Participants should bring a T-shirt. 
Registration is required.

Preschool Sensory Play
Saturday, April 25, 10:30 a.m.-11:30 

a.m.; for children ages 18 months-5 years.
Explore hands-on sensory stations with 

bins, textures and simple experiments 
designed for young children. Registration 
is required.

Role-Playing Game for Tweens
Monday, April 27, 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.; for 

children in grades 3-6.
Learn the basics of tabletop role-

playing games through a beginner-friendly 
campaign of Dungeon World. Registration 
is required.

High School Volunteer Club

Saturday, April 11, 10 a.m.-noon and 
Thursday, April 23, 6 p.m-8 p.m.; for 
students in grades 9-12.

Earn community service hours through 
the library’s high school volunteer club. 
Volunteers can work on special projects or 
train to become a volunteer shelf reader. 
Registration is recommended. Drop-ins are 
welcome if space permits.

Teen Book Boxes: March 
Pick up dates: April 20-25; for students 

in grades 7-12.
Each month that you register you 

will pick up a box containing two books 
selected by the librarians based on your 
reading preferences for you to borrow as 
well as some treats to keep. Registration is 
required and opened April 1.

Teen Book Bedazzling 
Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m.-4 p.m.; for 

students in grades 7-12.
Make your favorite book sparkle. Bring 

your own hardcover or paperback book 
and use gem diamond art techniques to 
bedazzle your book cover. All bedazzling 
materials will be provided. Registration is 
required. 

American Mah Jongg Club 
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Come to an open play club with fellow 

Mah Jongg enthusiasts. These sessions are 
intended for players of all skill levels who 
are familiar with American Mah Jongg, as 
instruction is not provided. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their own 
American Mah Jongg set and official Mah 
Jongg card. The library also has a limited 
number of Mah Jongg sets and cards to use 
during open play. Games are non-betting 
as gambling is not allowed in the library. 
Registration is recommended. Drop-ins are 
welcome if space permits.

Adult Book Boxes: April
Pick up dates: April 20-25
Each month that you register you 

will pick up a box containing two books 
selected by the librarians based on your 
reading preferences for you to borrow as 
well as some treats and other surprises for 
you to keep. Registration is required and 
opened April 1. 

Friends of the Library Book Sale
Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
The Friends of the Case Memorial 

Library will host their spring book sale. 
There are books for all ages, DVDs, music 
and specialty displays. The “One-of-a-Kind 
Finds” table, back by popular demand, will 
be stocked with a variety of topics. Cash 
or check only. They are unable to accept 

credit cards. Please bring your own bags. 

Crochet Club 
Saturday, May 2, 10 a.m.
The Hooked on the Sound Crochet Guild 

meets monthly to share stitch successes, 
assist with pattern problems, education 
and generally have a great time crocheting. 
Bring any crochet project you are working 
on or one you may need help with. All skill 
levels are welcome. Please bring your own 
supplies. This is a drop-in event.

Crash Course Cooking: Cannoli
Saturday, May 2, 2 p.m.
Learn how to make cannoli in this hands-

on workshop led by Matthew Yanarella. 
Space is limited. Registration is required 
and begins April 11. Drop-ins are welcome 
if space permits.

The Bookcase Discussion: Wuthering 
Heights 

Monday, May 4, 7 p.m.
Join Bookcase leader Toby Zabinski for 

a Zoom discussion of Wuthering Heights 
by Emily Bronte. Registration is required 
to receive the Zoom link.

Oscar Film Screening: Marty Supreme
Monday, May 11, 6 p.m. and Wednesday, 

May 13, 1 p.m.
After losing their son Hamnet to plague, 

Agnes and William Shakespeare grapple 
with grief in 16th-century England. A 
healer, Agnes must find strength to care for 
her surviving children while processing her 
devastating loss. The film is 2 hours and 5 
minutes and rated PG-13. Registration is 
recommended. Drop-ins are welcome if 
space permits.

Mystery Book Discussion Group: The 
Frozen River

Thursday, May 14, 2 p.m.
Join the library for a discussion of 

The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon led 
by Rebecca Harlow. Registration is 
recommended. Drop-ins are welcome if 
space permits.

Banned Books Discussion Group: 
1984

Monday, June 1, 7 p.m.
1984 has been frequently challenged 

in US schools, most recently in Texas, 
Florida, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Missouri 
and Idaho, and was historically banned in 
Soviet-aligned nations, Cuba and North 
Korea. Join the library for a discussion of 
this as a work of literature as well as an 
object of censorship. The discussion is led 
by Librarian Rebecca Harlow. Registration 
is recommended. Drop-ins are welcome if 
space permits.
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auto

or call us today
(203) 295-0275
for a free quote

www.uiginsurance.com  Firelite Professional Building     35 Old Tavern Rd. Suite 203 Orange, CT 

scan here 

home life health business

GREAT PRODUCTS.
LOW RATES.
RELIABLE SERVICE.

Local, family owned & operated for over 50 
years. We represent over 20 top rated carriers.  
Spend less on insurance & more on your 
summer vacation, call us today!

REPLACEMENT WINDOW AND DOOR EVENT

PLUS

PLUS

Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

%40OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES DURING PROMO
PERIOD BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

Call to schedule your FREE consultation.

TOLL
FREE 833-686-1104
Hurry! Offer Ends JUNE 30

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 6/30/2026. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/
patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 
4/1/2026 and 6/30/2026. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off 
your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 6/30/2026. Subject to credit approval. 12 month Promotional 
period when no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if balance is paid in full before Promotional Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after Promotional 
Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on terms disclosed in the � nancing agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions 
without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available 
at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at 
renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among 
leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks 
of their respective owners. © 2026 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301

Sometimes you get lucky enough to sail 
to somewhere you never thought you would 
experience. Someplace you can get to on a 
ship, but not on most itineraries except for 
world cruises or transatlantic itineraries.

That was what my husband and I just ex-
perienced.

For our company’s reward cruise for the 
top 2 percent of agents nationwide, we sailed 
on the Scenic Eclipse, an all-inclusive luxu-
ry yacht that averages 200 guests with a full 
spa, six restaurants, a marina platform off the 
back of the ship and butler service for each 
cabin. Sailing on a yacht this size is similar 
to a river cruise in that you meet people easi-
ly over the course of your eight-day trip. 

Eclipse is purpose-built for expeditions. 
Our sailing embarked from Buenos Aires, 
just after the November-March Antarctica 
season, to head north to Rio de Janeiro be-
fore sailing over to Europe. When not on ex-

pedition, Scenic Eclipse special-
izes in off-the-beaten-path desti-
nations. We sailed to Montevideo 
and Punta del Este in Uruguay, 
and then up the Brazilian coast-
line to Porto Bela, Ilhabela and 
Parity before arriving to the city 
that inspired so many hit songs – 
Rio de Janeiro. 

I highly recommend Rio de Ja-
neiro. Much has been said about 
security issues, but we experi-
enced none of that. We walked on 
Copacabana Beach, a true “pinch 
me” moment, and stayed directly across the 
street. We had a blast at the new Roxy show, 
which showcases each region of Brazil in 
music, dancing, costumes and great video 
effects. It was selected by Time Inc as one 
of 100 “Not to be missed” activities in 2025. 

The next day we climbed Sugar Loaf 

Mountain by cable car. (The cur-
rent version is quite improved 
from the first one built in 1912.) 
We were amazed to find cafes and 
boutiques on top along with beau-
tiful viewpoints for photos.

The final stop was saved for 
the iconic Christ the Redeemer 
statue, which can be seen from all 
over Rio de Janeiro. Just the pro-
cess of climbing that mountain 
by two different minivans, then 
a system of elevators and esca-
lators, is jaw-dropping. Nothing 

prepares you for the moment when you are 
standing right below the statue looking up at 
this iconic structure yourself.

Scenic is an Australian company that owns 
three shipyards, with an ever-growing fleet 
of river cruise ships along with their luxury 
yachts. Some of those river cruises are com-

bined with extended luxury land tours such 
as the Romantic Rhine & Moselle with Won-
ders of Switzerland and Austria – a 29-day 
journey that includes Zermatt, Interlaken, 
Salzburg and Vienna. It’s perfect for a cele-
bration of retirement, milestone anniversary 
or birthday. 

Separately, they own another brand called 
Emerald that offers both river and luxury 
yachts in warmer climates. We are hosting 
a group on the brand-new Emerald Kaia in 
June, with only 128 guests onboard. Sailing 
the Istrian peninsula of Croatia and Slove-
nia, it’s one of the few ships allowed into the 
Grand Canal of Venice.

Karen 
Quinn-
Panzer

Bucket List Cruise To Rio
Travel Matters

Karen Quinn-Panzer is the owner of Dream 
Vacations Quinn Panzer Travel. She can be 
reached at kpanzer@dreamvacations.com 
or 203-647-3107.

Know a local business that deserves to be 
recognized? Email wendy@wbarryrealtor.
com to nominate a business for an upcoming 
column. Let’s keep celebrating the people 
who keep Milford and Orange strong.

A Spotlight on The Canvas Patch
Giving Back

Wendy 
Barry

For the past five years that I’ve run my 
Purple Pantry Boxes food drive and fund-
raiser, one local business owner has shown 
up consistently to support the cause: Marti 
Reed of The Canvas Patch in downtown Mil-
ford. Her generosity is exactly why I started 
this column – to shine a light on the small 
businesses that quietly give back to our com-
munity year after year.

At a time when we’re seeing too many 
beloved shops and restaurants closing their 
doors, it’s more important than ever to rec-
ognize and support the businesses that sup-
port us. These are the places that make our 
towns feel warm, connected and uniquely 
ours. They are the foundation of our cozy 
communities.

Marti Reed opened The Canvas Patch in 
1977 with her then-husband in Milford. In-
spired by their love for the shoreline town 
they called home, the shop was created as 
a nautical-inspired retail space featuring 
canvas goods like bags, hats and log carri-
ers – items thoughtfully chosen to reflect the 

lifestyle and tastes of the local com-
munity.

Nearly five decades later, The 
Canvas Patch remains a staple in 
downtown Milford.

Reed’s connection to the com-
munity runs deep. Not only has 
she built a business here, but she’s 
raised her four children through the 
Milford school system and stayed 
actively involved through her 
church and local organizations like 
the Milford Arts Council and the 
Audubon Coastal Center.

Her commitment to giving back is steady 
and genuine. Reed regularly promotes local 
charity events in her shop, donates gift cards 
for fundraisers and supports outreach pro-
grams like First Church Outreach Ministries, 
including Food 2 Kids.

One story she shared perfectly captures the 
heart behind her business. Years ago, a loyal 
customer lost her home in a fire. Among the 
many things lost was a cherished Christmas 

heirloom she had purchased 
from Reed. By chance, Reed 
still had one left, and was able 
to gift it to her. It’s something 
that customer never forgot.

Moments like that don’t 
show up on balance sheets, but 
they define what small

businesses truly mean to a 
community.

Reed is also candid about the 
challenges of running a small 
retail shop today. While kind 
words and social media praise 

are always appreciated, she shared an honest 
truth: they

don’t pay the rent. Real support comes 
from showing up – walking through the 
door, making a purchase and choosing local 
whenever possible.

Small businesses, she notes, are often the 
first to sponsor, donate and show up for local 
causes. They are deeply woven into the fab-
ric of our towns – not just economically, but 

personally.
Reed is excited to participate in Milford’s 

upcoming Pirates Day on June 7, a fun, fam-
ily-friendly event that brings the community 
together.

She also wants residents to know about a 
long-awaited improvement: the new parking 
garage on River Street. Located less than a 
block from her shop at 5 River St., it offers 
100 free parking spaces, removing one of 
the biggest barriers people have mentioned 
about visiting downtown.

Her message to the community is simple, 
but important: if you value your local busi-
nesses, support them in real, tangible ways. 
Once they’re gone, we don’t just lose a place 
to shop – we lose part of what makes our 
town feel like home.
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Carmela DeVito, a voracious reader with a 
journalism degree from Marquette Univer-
sity, is a retired social worker and a member 
of the Friends of the Milford Library.

The Sharaf family escaped war-ravaged Af-
ghanistan with nothing but the clothes they 
were wearing. Through hard work and disci-
pline the family has achieved a level of success 
they never could have imagined. They live in 
an exclusive neighborhood, and the children go 
to the most prestigious schools in the area. 

Zorah is the family’s shining star. Smart and 
beautiful, she is the perfect student, excelling 
in her studies. She is also a dutiful, obedient 
daughter to her parents, Rahmet and Maryam, 
close to her brother Omer and a faithful adher-
ent to the strict Muslim code enforced by her 
parents.

Things begin to change when Zorah enters 
her senior year. Her grades slip, and because of 
that she is denied a school trip to Paris, a place 
she longs to see. She begins to lie, and her close 
friendships deteriorate. It appears that Zorah’s 
attentions have been focused on a teenage boy 
to the detriment of everything else, including 
her family.

Along with the physical and psychological 
changes that happen during her teen years, 
Zorah begins rebelling against the strict guide-

lines of her Muslim faith – especial-
ly when it comes to interacting with 
non-Muslim boys. Her parents try to 
do what they believe is right, but her 
behavior continues to escalate.

The restrictions Zorah faces force 
her to do something drastic. The re-
sults of that action are at the heart of 
this engrossing novel. 

What happened to her? How could 
a well-raised Afghan girl do what 
she did? Zorah’s questionable be-
haviors are the main topic of conversation at a 
neighborhood gathering put on by Rahmet and 
Maryam. 

A suggestion is made that Zorah is now, in 
the community’s eyes, considered damaged 
goods and should be given in marriage to a 
less-than-desirable young man. That statement 
does not sit well with Rahmet. A physical con-
frontation occurs that causes a division among 
the Afghan community.

The answer to the question of what happened 
to Zorah comes from a variety of sources. 
Through police reports, neighbor statements 

and newspaper reports, a frighten-
ing picture emerges of the Sharafs. 
To the outside world they present 
a picture of the perfect family. As 
doting parents with well-behaved 
children, they are the epitome of 
the American success story.

Behind closed doors, howev-
er, it is a totally different story. 
Rahmet is described as a dictator 
by Zorah. Maryam is complicit 
in Rahmet’s traditional familial 

structure by not voicing any disagreement with 
what he says or does. 

The one thing the Afghan community all 
agrees on is that Zorah, running away and liv-
ing with her boyfriend, brought shame on her 
family. Somehow the family’s honor must be 
restored.

The Sharafs are not at all cooperative with 
the police investigation. They hire an attorney 
to speak for them; part of his job is to act as a 
barrier between the Sharafs, the police and the 
local and national media who have picked up 
on the story. 

The family’s Muslim background, and the 
lack of understanding about their culture and 
traditions from the non-Muslim community, 
leads to the formation of hate groups focusing 
on immigrants in general and the Sharafs in 
particular.

When the official investigation into what 
happened to Zorah is released, public opinion 
is divided. Many are convinced that the Sharafs 
were somehow involved and were absolved of 
any wrongdoing because they could afford a 
high-priced attorney. Others fervently believe 
that the Sharafs were a close, loving family and 
held firm to the belief that children are a gift 
from God.

The ending to this book will lead to a great 
amount of discussion among readers. The nov-
el touches on many subjects that face society 
today. The book has a very interesting format 
and was a joy to read. I thoroughly enjoyed this.

Carmela 
DeVito

Good People By Patmeena Sabit
Book Reviews

Vets Rock Organization Performing In Milford
Rockin’ 4 Vets will bring its Rock n’ 

Roll Circus “House Party” to the Parsons 
Auditorium in Milford on Friday, April 24 
in a benefit fundraiser event for the Purple 
Pantry Boxes, a local food pantry serving the 
greater Milford area. 

The Rock n’ Roll Circus features three 
Grammy nominees, two New England Music 
Hall of Fame inductees, one Rhode Island 
Music Hall of Fame inductee, a New York 
Blues Hall of Fame inductee and more.

The lineup features Jon Butcher, known 
for his days of Johanna Wild, Jon Butcher 

Axis, Barefoot Servants and performing 
on Experience Hendrix tours. Butcher has 
toured the country opening for the J. Geils 
Band, Def Leppard, Rush and the Scorpions 
among others.

Steve Gaspár, former Epic/CBS recording 
artist and Grammy-nominated songwriter, 
will be making his debut with the show. He 
has toured and recorded with James Brown, 
Edgar Winter and the Rascals. 

 Also performing will be James 
Montgomery, a figure in blues music for 
over 40 years, an accomplished blues 

harpist, singer, front man and bandleader, 
with his own band, The James Montgomery 
Band. Montgomery has done sessions and 
tours over the years with Gregg Allman, 
Johnny Winter, B.B. King, Muddy Waters, 
Buddy Guy, Aerosmith, the Rolling Stones, 
Joe Cocker and James Brown. He’s also 
hosted his own syndicated blues radio 
show, interviewing and playing the music of 
numerous blues and blues-rock luminaries. 

The show also incorporates a horn section 
featuring Dan Cipriano, whose career 
includes performances with Joan Jett, Wilson 

Pickett, Mitch Ryder and Spencer Davis. 
Joining him is Baron Raymonde, who has 
toured as a member of Rod Stewart’s band 
and performed alongside Blues Brother Matt 
“Guitar” Murphy. 

Greg Sherrod, a Connecticut-based singer 
whose style spans span soul, blues, rock, 
funk and more will deliver vocals at the 
event vocals.

Doors open at 7 p.m.; the show runs from 
8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Ticket start at $43.45. For tickets and more 
information, visit rockin4vets.com/tickets. 
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We're more than entertainment
We install technology that keeps

 you, your family, and others safe.

Safety Starts
Before

You Start the Engine.

Dashcams
Video Recorders
Blindspot Cameras
Backup Cameras
In Vehicle Cameras
Breathalyzers

287 Woodmont Road
Milford, CT 06460

(203) 877-4651

COMPLETE ESTATE
REMOVAL SERVICES

CT LICENSED
PRECIOUS METAL

DEALER
U.S. GOVERNMENT-

CERTIFIED APPRAISER
PROUD TO BE A LOCAL

BUSINESS SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY FOR 52 YEARS

We buy, appraise, 
make house calls and 

visit senior communities, too!

785 West Main Street, Branford
203-937-1233

AtlantisAntiquesIntl@icloud.com
AtlantisAntiquesIntl.com

Showroom Hours – Wed – Sat 11:30 to 5
Call or email anytime

Appts and housecalls available anytime 7 days a week.

ALL GOLD, SILVER & JEWELRY 
ALL COINS & PAPER MONEY • COSTUME JEWELRY 
PAINTINGS, PRINTS • COMIC BOOKS • FURNITURE 

ORIENTAL RUGS • MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
 ASIAN COLLECTABLES • WATCHES, POCKET WATCHES 

ALL MILITARY ITEMS • SWORDS & BAYONETS
 OLD  TOYS • SPORTS CARDS

Cameras
 (Continued From 1)

committee to vet the proposals that 
come in before the full board approves a 
contract.

The cameras generally capture images 
of license plates as cars pass them. They 
have primarily been adopted to deter 
unsafe driving, but police have also used 
the data to help solve certain types of 
crimes.

Though automated traffic cameras have 
been proliferating, there have also been 
recent revelations that the data collected 
may not be as secure as promised. Several 
jurisdictions have found that their data 
was used in searches from other states, 
raising concerns that it could be used for 
such things as going after immigrants 
or people coming to Connecticut for 
reproductive care.

Disclosing such information could 
run afoul of state laws, including the 
Trust Act meant to prevent local law 
enforcement from cooperating with 
federal immigration authorities.

The town of Windsor in February 
turned off its license plate readers over 
privacy concerns while they revisit their 
contract with vendor Flock Safety.

The state legislature is also considering 
a bill that would further restrict how 
license plate reader data could be used. 
It would require the data to be deleted 
after seven days unless it is being used 
for a court proceeding or to collect 
fines. It would ban use of the data for 
immigration enforcement, investigating 
people seeking abortions or transgender 
care, or for identifying people “engaged 
in an activity protected under the First 
Amendment.”

Selectman Mitch Goldblatt asked 
Weaver about data protection during the 

meeting.
“I know this is a concern of a lot of 

people…the information that is garnered 
by all this is kept by the town of Orange 
and will not be disclosed unless the town 
of Orange allows it to be, am I correct in 
that?” he asked.

“I put in safety protocols that should 
be part of the bid proposal for us to 
consider,” Weaver responded. “So you 
can evaluate the vendors in terms of how 
they’ll protect the information that’s 
gathered through the cameras.”

Board of Finance
 (Continued From 1)

said in opening the discussion, pointing 
to $1.75 million in savings that the Board 
of Education had managed to find in their 
proposal.

Finance member Damon Ralph said 
a tour of the schools he had taken with 
education officials had been “a little 
alarming.”

“I found several of our buildings to be 
lacking, from inadequate classroom sizes, 
to toilets installed before I was born, to 
boilers that could go literally any day, to 
buildings themselves being at or beyond 
their useful life. The only conclusion 
a reasonable person could come to is 
that we have been underinvesting in our 
schools for too long,” he said. 

“This budget is struggling just to 
maintain the status quo, and I’m not 
sure it does,” he added, listing cuts that 
were made to professional development, 
summer school, technology and 
instructional supplies.

Board member Jeffrey Matchett, 
however, called the budget request 
“disproportionately large.”

“Over the past several years, Milford’s 

Board of Education budget increases have 
exceeded those of surrounding towns and 
communities despite similar pressures. We 
cannot continue down this path without it 
risking greater strain on our taxpayers and 
imbalance across city priorities,” he said. 
He added that other city departments have 
implemented reductions to keep taxes 
from rising as much.

Member Ray Arnold pointed out that 
a proposal to add armed security officers 
to the eight elementary schools and The 
Academy, plus a lead officer, accounted 
for a significant portion of the budget 
increase. The cost to the district for the 
officers would be about $576,000.

Arnold said Superintendent Anna 
Cutaia’s lobbying for the officers during 
budget workshops with the Board of 
Finance had impressed him.

“Dr. Cutaia’s commitment to the safety 
of the students was awe-inspiring,” he 
said.

Arnold voted for the budget along with 
Ranges and Ralph. Matchett and Chair 
Scott Moulton voted against it.

The finance board also approved an 
increase of 5.75 percent on the city side of 
the budget, bringing the combined total to 
$278,267,615.

The mill rate, which determines property 
taxes, would fall by 0.98 from last year to 
28.57 thanks to a large boost in the city’s 
grand list. However, a recently-completed 
citywide revaluation will likely mean that 
many taxpayers will still end up paying 
more for properties that have risen in 
value.

rises, so does the cost.”
All Connecticut municipalities are 

Phase-In
 (Continued From 1)

required by the state to undergo a 
revaluation every five years to update 
property values.

Home values around Connecticut 
have risen rapidly since the COVID-19 
pandemic, reflecting an exodus of people 
from nearby cities and a multi-decade 
dearth in new housing construction.

At the same time, many types of 
commercial properties have stayed flat 
or lost value, thanks in part to the rise of 
e-commerce, remote work and the long-
running ebb of manufacturing.

Finance Director Peter Erodici said 
the only type of commercial properties 
that rose significantly in Milford were 
apartments, which went up at a similar 
rate to other homes, by 43 percent.

Smith said that implementing the full 
results of the revaluation all at once would 
lead to tax increases well over 10 percent 
for many residents. Those increases 
would come even though the city is likely 
to lower the tax rate by nearly one full 
mill through the $278 million budget 
proposal currently under consideration.

“It still catches up with us,” Smith 
noted. “But what we’ve done is softened 
the blow.”

Alderman Michael Casey suggested 
that some businesses might feel that a 
phase-in would be unfair, since for them it 
would mean the city continues collecting 
a larger proportion of taxes from them 
than would be the case under immediate 
implementation.

Erodici responded that regardless of 
how anyone felt about a phase-in, the city 
had the authority to enact it under state 
law.

Milford last adopted a phase-in starting 
in 2006 but cut it short in 2009.

 Casey and Win Smith, both 
Republicans, were the only votes against 
the proposal.
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(203) 244‑9505
certapro.com/danbury‑ridgefield

10% OFF
Your Painting Project*

*Offer applies to your residential painting project of $2,500 or more. Must be presented at time of estimate. Not valid with other offers. 
Not valid on current estimates or proposals. Available at participating CertaPro Painters® businesses.

 Expires 6/30/2026. **Some exclusions and limitations may apply; see written warranty for details. Each CertaPro Painters®
business is independently owned and operated. © 2026. All Rights Reserved. CertaPro Painters, Ltd.

Spaces are filling fast, book your home project today!

Interior Painting
Exterior Painting
Residential/Commercial
Carpentry/Drywall Repair

• Interior Painting
• Exterior Painting
• Residential/Commercial
• Carpentry/Drywall Repair

Polyaspartic Floor Coatings
Cabinet Painting
Deck Fence Painting/Staining
Financing Available

Interior Painting
Exterior Painting
Residential/Commercial
Carpentry/Drywall Repair

With a proven reputation as North America’s Most 
Referred Painting Company¨, give us a call and find out 

why our customers keep coming back.

Proudly Serving Milford & Orange Customers
and Surrounding Areas.

Milford Attorney Elected To State 
Fellows Program

Attorney David Slossberg of Milford was 
elected a 2026 Fellow of the Connecticut 
Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellows 
Program. 

Fellows are nominated by their peers 
based on their outstanding service to the 
profession and larger community and are 
elected by CBF’s board of directors. 

“I am so pleased to welcome our new 
fellows,” said attorney Anika Singh Lemar, 
president of CBF’s board of directors. 
“Their nominations and selection evidence 
their service to this legal community and 
our shared commitment to the rule of law 
and access to justice. I look forward to 
their contributions to the James W. Cooper 
Fellows Program.”

CBF’s mission is to facilitate systemic 
change that advances civil justice for all, 
regardless of power or resources, to achieve 
a more just and equitable society. Fellows’ 
programs tackle topics of timely importance 
to the legal community and include several 
speaker series, symposia, roundtable 
discussions, mentorships, and a high school 

essay contest. 
Slossberg is owner and managing partner 

at Hurwitz Sagarin & Slossberg LLC in 
Milford. He received a bachelor’s from 
Columbia University in 1986 and a JD from 
New York University School of Law in 
1988. He was admitted to the Connecticut 
bar in 1994. 

Slossberg has been active in several 
professional organizations, including 
the Federal Bar Council, the Federal Bar 
Foundation, the Federal Court’s Public 
Outreach Committee, the Anti-Defamation 
League, the Connecticut Class Action Rules 
Committee and the Connecticut Statewide 
Grievance Committee.

He has also been active in the Milford 
community with Milford Progress, Inc., the 
Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce, 
the Devon Rotary Foundation, The United 
Way of Milford and the Jewish Federation 
of Greater New Haven.

Slossberg’s wife is former state Sen. Gayle 
Slossberg. They live in Milford and have 
three children: Becca, Alex and Jeremy.

Milford Garden Club To Demonstrate 
Early Blooms For Summer Bulbs

The Milford Garden Club will host 
Patricia Primavera, certified master gardener 
through UCONN, for a presentation on April 
29 at the Milford Public Library on how to 
force summer bulbs for earlier bloom. 

Primavera will demonstrate how to 
plant bulbs, tubers or corms in containers 
for porch and patio gardens. The program 
will be held in the library’s meeting room. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. The program begins 
at 6:30 p.m. with a Q&A and refreshments 
to follow.

The Milford Public Library is located at 
57 New Haven Ave. For more information, 
visit facebook.com/MilfordCtGardenClub 
or email milfordgardenclubct@gmail.com. Primavera.

Orange Industrial Property Sold  
For $2 Million

Colonial Properties of Orange 
represented buyer HIS Group, LLC, in the 
March purchase of 283 Indian River Rd. in 
Orange, a 22,090 square-foot freestanding 
light industrial building situated on 2.5 
acres. The property sold for $2,090,000.

The buyer, represented by Kosta 
Eliopoulos of Colonial, acquired the 
property as an investment. The building is 
currently occupied by Kelvion Corporation 

and a business specializing in boiler parts.
The seller, PTNT Properties, LLC, was 

represented by Bruce Wettenstein, managing 

partner of Vidal/Wettenstein in Westport.
The seller was represented by Attorney 

Peter Ambrose of Ambrose & Strazza in 
Fairfield. The buyer was represented by 
Attorney Nate Hakanoglu of Hakanoglu 
Law in West Haven.

“This was a very appealing industrial 
investment opportunity, which are in high 
demand and short supply. We were pleased 
to be able to present this property to our 
client and facilitate a successful negotiation 
and purchase,” said Colonial President 
Michael Richetelli.

Daycare Center Opens In Orange

The Amity Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting on March 10 to celebrate the grand opening of early 
child care and education business Cozy Place Learning Center at 109 Boston Post Rd. in Orange. Owner Maria 
Anthony, pictured center with scissors, was joined by her husband, Ralph, along with Cozy Place parents, 
friends, staff and family members. An open house and tours of the facility followed. Photo courtesy of the 
Amity Chamber of Commerce.
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Local Poets Share Their Musings
In celebration of National Poetry Month in April, the Milford-Orange Times

invited area residents to submit their poetry for publication. A selection of those
submissions is printed here.

A Necklace Made of Rubies Awaits the Moon    
Elaine Nadal

Milford Poet Laureate
Father says no one cries blood.
I imagine my tears red,
realizing the moon has specks of blood too.
I want to wipe them the way I long to be held
so that I don’t break.

I carry a monster that’s loud 
and a silence and shame that are louder.

Blue notes to wash the soil.
Red chords and strings of arpeggios.

I’m alone. My grandmother was alone 
with twelve kids and twenty grandchildren.

Blue notes to gather the soil. 
I pick up the guitar and make it cry. 
My song has bridge, body, backbone, boundless soul,
blue bell flowers, roots of palm trees, an avocado seed,
my grandmother’s eyes, her morning prayers:

You’re going to be okay. The whale will spit you out. You will revive dead stars.

Blue notes to part the sea. 

Morehouse
Nicholas Saylor 

Milford
Bloom and press the lilac flower,
Lay her under glass,
Hang her face askew and sour
For those to gaze and pass.
Salt the earth where once she stood
And mark it with a stone,
As even those who walk the town stride just to be alone.
A changeling borne of distant love
Hair darker by the day
What is now a frosty, bleak October
Was once a verdant May.
Ache for nothing, want for not
Be quickly on your path
Leave the city, leave the shore
Avoid the winter’s wrath.
Through the woods and past the meadow
Rapt upon her chore,
She came about a place to settle
And built a house upon the moor.

Untitled     
Marie Brown

Orange 
On a tree-lined green in Ct.
Resides 
A town known for its friendly
Neighborhoods 
Generous and community- oriented
Energizing since 1822

Wandering on the Farm     
Matilda Y. Dumbrill 

Orange
Trees once leafed full green now bare-limbed with spikes like hands
Reaching out to catch the snow.
Blossoms soon will fall to bring apples from the buds
Greens or reds—who knows

Big puffy white clouds form animals in the sky
Shaped by artists in the blue.
Alas, the brushless wind cares nothing for the art
It blows— art, all gone

Caterpillars crawl over bark and leaves of trees
Some green, some striped, fat or thin.
The future form hidden until the right time comes
Ah— a butterfly.

Try to remember golden leaves of October
In the dark of winter days.
Come spring, come summer, come fall—Nature promises 
Golden leaves again.

Cows moo, sheep baa and farmers heed their pleading calls
To milk or feed them daily.
No day off in the farming life for man or beast
Thanks— we all eat well.

Veins of the Earth     
Blayze Germain Markoya 

Orange 
As is above
so is below

the leaves
of the tree

the roots
that will grow

these
veins of the Earth
that pulse
and live so

from where
do they come
to where 
do they go

such questions
are those
that
concern none

what life 
is on Earth
is part 
of the One

Untitled     
Sierra Tarantino

Milford
I want to take the bits of you I love
and press them like flowers between
the page of my favorite book

and I want to take all the scraps
that you dislike in yourself
and display them on my refrigerator,
to show you I’m still proud
of the person you are
and the person you are becoming

but most of all, I want to spin you
like a globe and drag my finger
across till it stops,
to discover the pieces of you that you’ve
yet to reveal to anyone else

I want to wrap them up in a blanket
and place them in a box.
I’d tuck it away safely in the
top drawer of my bedside table,
so you know I’ll never let
these pieces of you go

because when you share hidden
parts of yourself with someone else,
you’re trusting that person
to hold the secret sections of your heart
and to love the bits you thought
were unlovable

Shadow Box
Brandon T. Bisceglia 

Editor-in-Chief
When you smile,
your cheeks purse and draw upward,
framing your eyes like the window of a shadow box.

My reflection is absorbed
by the fathomless glass of your gaze.



Page 26� Milford-Orange Times April 9, 2026

Celebrating Life in     
Milford and Orange for 

over 95 years!

CODY-WHITE FUNERAL HOMECODY-WHITE FUNERAL HOME
Conveniently located on Conveniently located on 

the Historic Milford Greenthe Historic Milford Green

107 North Broad Street107 North Broad Street
Milford, Connecticut 06460 Milford, Connecticut 06460 

(203) 874-0268(203) 874-0268
www.codywhitefuneralservice.comwww.codywhitefuneralservice.com

Thomas J. Cody 
 – Funeral Director
Kevin W. Cody 
 – Funeral Director
David J. DeRubeis
 – Funeral Director

Bethany German
 – Funeral Director
Jessica Moscato 
 – Funeral Director
Conor Stephenson 
 – Funeral Director

Amanda Veccharelli  
  – Managing Partner

Renate K. Eastman 
 – Office Manager  

Our Difference is
•  Service • Facilities • Location
•  Streaming Services • Fallen Hero Program
•  Certified Life Planning/Funeral Director – Thomas Smith
• Sponsor of the Caring Network Aftercare Program 

facilitated by Bridges Healthcare

 
 

Gerald T. Benson, 83, of Milford, beloved 
spouse of Ju-
dith Benson 
for 54 years, 
passed away 
on March 27, 
2026. (Cody-
White Fu-
neral Home) 
 
 
 
 
 

Magda Emelia Borroto, age 94, of Mil-
ford, beloved 
wife of the 
G u i l l e r m o 
Borroto, en-
tered peaceful 
rest on March 
30, 2026 at 
her home. 
(Gregory F. 
Doyle Fu-
neral Home)     
 
 

Jennifer Lynn Brenes, 50, of Milford, 
passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y 
on March 30, 
2026 at Yale 
New Haven 
Hospital while 
s u r r o u n d e d 
by her loving 
family. (Cody-
White Fu-
neral Home) 
 

 
 
Joan M. Costello, of Milford, beloved 

wife of Pe-
ter Costello 
for 69 years, 
passed away 
p e a c e f u l l y 
on Febru-
ary 26, 2026. 
(Gregory F. 
Doyle Fu-
neral Home) 
 
 

Jeffrey Michael Detoro of Milford passed 
away unex-
pectedly on 
March 17, 
2026. He was 
born on Febru-
ary 13, 1984. 
(Gregory F. 
Doyle Fu-
neral Home)   
 
 
 

Jean Y. Dorfeuille, age 71, of Milford, 
beloved hus-
band of Nan-
cy Marcelin 
for 25 years, 
died peace-
fully at home 
on March 
12, 2026. 
(Gregory F. 
Doyle Funer-
al Home)  
 
 

Martha Constance Farrington, née Ge-
lormine, aged 
79, passed 
away on March 
14 2026. Marti 
was a well-
known figure 
in Milford. 
(Cody-White 
Funeral Home) 
 
 
 

 
 
Dorothy Louise (Jarmie) Flynn, 85, of 

Orange, en-
tered into rest 
on March 26, 
2026. (West 
Haven Fu-
neral Home)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph V. Giorla Sr, 91, of Milford, CT, 
beloved hus-
band of Vernell 
Giorla nee Iden, 
passed away 
on March 25, 
2026.  (Cody-
White Fu-
neral Home) 
 
 
 
 

Joyce Patricia Held, 65, of Milford, passed 
away on March 
8, 2026. Born 
on March 13, 
1960 in Mil-
ford, CT, she 
was the daugh-
ter of the late 
Raymond and 
Helen Brown. 
(Cody-Whi te 
Funeral Home)  
 
 

Patricia A. Hoey, 90, of Milford, Connecticut, 
passed away 
peacefully at 
her home on 
March 8, 2026. 
(Cody-White 
Funeral Home) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Patricia Lilly, 81, of Milford, beloved wife 

of the late John 
Patrick Lilly, 
passed away 
on March 7, 
2026.    (Cody-
White Doyle 
Funeral Home)   
 
 
 
 

James W. O’Brien, 89, of Milford, CT, be-
loved husband 
of the late Geor-
gette (Haskins) 
O’Brien, passed 
away on March 
5th at home sur-
rounded by his 
loving family. 
( C o d y - W h i t e 
Funeral Home) 
 
 

It is with profound sadness the family of 
Aaron J. Pelac-
cia announce 
his passing on 
March 20, 2026 
at 42 years old. 
( C o d y - W h i t e 
Funeral Home)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Carmela M. “Bunny” Petrucelli, age 87 of 

Milford, passed 
away peacefully 
on Friday March 
6, 2026, at Or-
ange Rehabilita-
tion and Health 
Care Center in 
Orange. (Cody-
White Funeral 
Home)

Full obituaries and pictures  
(if provided)  of the deceased  
are on our website at www.
milford-orangetimes.com 
and are published at no cost 
to residents of Milford and 
Orange.

Obituaries
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Gregory F. Doyle
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICE

203-874-5641
291 Bridgeport Avenue, Milford
US Route 1, Rte I-95 Exit 34, Right .2 Miles

Devon Center

www.gregoryfdoylefuneralhome.com

Handicap
Accessible

“Our Family 
Takes Care of  Your 

Family With
Compassion
& Dignity”

Now Entrusted with the Smith Funeral Home families

Newly Renovated!

Directors:
Dorothy Doyle, Moriah Doyle Britt, 

Conan J. Doyle, Dody Doyle,
Andrea K. Blackwood

Gregory F Doyle (1918-2005), 
Colleen Doyle Britt (1950-2010)

“Serving the Milford and surrounding 
communities since 1950”

 

 
Joan Rainey, 96, of Milford, beloved wife 

of the late Da-
vid Rainey, 
passed away 
on March 13, 
2026. (Cody-
White Fu-
neral Home)

 
 
 
 
 
 

Elmer G. Rowe, 90, of Milford, CT, be-
loved husband 
of Susan Mac-
Donald Rowe 
passed away 
on March 22, 
2026. (Cody-
White Fu-
neral Home)  
 
 
 

Joseph Vincent Shay, of Milford, passed 
away peaceful-
ly surrounded 
by his family, 
on March 26, 
2026, the day 
after his 96th 
birthday. (Ab-
riola Parkview 
Funeral Home)

  
 
 
 

 
Diane Deborah (Kane) Smith, age 69, of 

Milford, CT, 
beloved wife 
of John Smith, 
passed away 
after a brief 
illness into the 
loving arms of 
Jesus on Satur-
day, March 7, 
2026.  (Grego-
ry F. Doyle Fu-
neral Home)

 
 

 Brian (Richie) Turner, 83, of Milford, be-
loved husband 
of Jacqueline 
Berry Turner, 
passed away 
on Saturday, 
March 14, 2026 
with his loving 
family by his 
side. (Abriola 
Parkview Fu-
neral Home) 

Dr. Pang-Hsung Wang, 85, of Milford, be-
loved husband 
of Mei-Lee 
(Pan) Wang, 
passed away 
on March 10, 
2026 just 3 
days before his 
86th birthday.  
(Cody-White 
Funeral Home) 
 
 
 Ulrich Sigmund “Uli” Weil passed away 
s u d d e n l y 
on March 8, 
2026. He was 
predeceased 
by his par-
ents, Dr. Ul-
rich Weil and 
Ruth Weil.  
 
 
 
 

Daniel W. Wywoda, age 93, of Milford, 
beloved hus-
band of Anne 
W y w o d a , 
passed away 
peacefully on 
March 15th, 
2026 sur-
rounded by his 
family. (Cody-
White Fu-
neral Home) 

Obituaries TOWN OF ORANGE: Legal Notice 
A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Republican Party in the Town of 

Orange for participation as DELEGATES to the conventions of said Party specified 
below is on file in my office at 617 Orange Center Road, Orange, Connecticut, and 

copies are available for public distribution:
Conventions:

State Convention
State Senate 14th District
State House 114th District
State House 117th District
State House 119th District 

Mary Shaw, Orange Town Clerk
Orange, CT 

TOWN OF ORANGE: Legal Notice 
A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Democratic Party in the Town of 

Orange for participation as DELEGATES to the conventions of said Party specified 
below is on file in my office located at 617 Orange Center Road, Orange, Connecticut, 

and copies are available for public distribution:
Conventions:

State Convention
3rd Congressional District
State Senate 14th District
State House 114th District
State House 117th District
State House 119th District

Judge of Probate 
 

Mary Shaw, Orange Town Clerk
Orange, CT 

2026 Neighborhood Assistance Act 
Tax Credit Program Now Accepting 

Applications 
A “fillable” form NAA-01 is available on the DRS website at portal.ct.gov/DRS.

Using the fillable form NNA-01 enables you to input information directly onto the 
form via computer.

Copies of the completed forms may be submitted to Ann Denny by fax at 203-891-
2185, emailed to adenny@orange-ct.gov, mailed or hand delivered to Town of Orange, 

617 Orange Center Road, Orange, CT  06477.
All applications must be received in the Town of Orange First Selectman’s Office no 

later than Monday May 4, 2026.  Following receipt of the applications, the Selectmen 
will schedule a public hearing to receive comments on the applications.
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GUARANTEED
LARGEST CIRCULATED

PUBLICATION IN THE AREA

► Largest Local Circulation
► Delivered by U.S. Mail
► Local Coverage in Milford & Orange
► Guaranteed Documented Distribution

► Postal Receipt Available Upon Request

“ 
The Milford-Orange Times delivers trusted, 

community-focused journalism… featuring 
local news around your town and 

commentary from well-known local people.”
D circulation. When it comes to reaching local households and businesses, 

reach in the area through direct mail distribution, ensuring your message arrives 
consistently, professionally, and on schedule. 

W
quantities, mailing dates, and delivery.

Milford-Orange Times
www.Milford-OrangeTimes.com
203-799-7500    203-799-8100

REACH MORE. WASTE LESS.


